Form 990 OMB No. 1545-0047
Return of Organization Exempt From Income Tax 2021
Under section 501(c), 527, or 4947(a)(1) of the Internal Revenue Code (except private foundations)
Department of the Treasury > Do not enter social security numbers on this form as it may be made public. Open to Public
Internal Revenue Service > Go to www.irs.gov/Form990 for instructions and the latest information. Inspection
A For the 2021 calendar year, or tax year beginning , 2021, and ending , 20
B  Check if applicable: C D Employer identification number
Address change  [The Sierra Fund 68-0485725
Name change 204 Providence Mine R4 #214 E Telephone number
Initial return Nevada Clty, CA 95959 (530) 265-8454
Final return/terminated
Amended return G Gross receipts ]_ 01 2 456 .
Application pending | F Name and address of principal officer: Joan Clayburgh H(a) Is this a group return for subord|nates7H Yes H
Same As C Above O o es Sebeuctons. Yo
| Tax-exempt status: [ X[501()3) | [ 501(c) ( )< (insertno) | [4947(a)1)or | [527
J Website: » www.sierrafund.org H(c) Group exemption number »
K Form of organization: |§| Corporation |_| Trust |_| Association |_| Other ™ | L Year of formation: 2001 | M State of legal domicile: CA

[Part] [Summary

1 Briefly describe the organization's mission or most significant activities: See Schedule Q _ ____ _____________
@
o
c
=
s
% 2 Check this box > D if the organization discontinued its operations or disposed of more than 25% of its net assets.
S| 3 Number of voting members of the governing body (Part VI, line1a)................................... 3 7
ﬁ 4 Number of independent voting members of the governing body (Part VI, line 1b).................... ... 4 7
2| 5 Total number of individuals employed in calendar year 2021 (Part V, line2a) .......................... 5 8
:_§ 6 Total number of volunteers (estimate if necessary). ... . . 6 0
<&| 7a Total unrelated business revenue from Part VIII, column (C), line 12.................................. 7a 0.
b Net unrelated business taxable income from Form 990-T, Part I, line 11................ ... .. ......... 7b 0.
Prior Year Current Year
° 8 Contributions and grants (Part VIII, line Th). ........ ... ... . . . 950, 654. 841,690.
2| 9 Program service revenue (Part VIIl, line 2g) ....................................L 168, 040. 166,083.
% 10 Investment income (Part VIII, column (A), lines 3,4, and 7d)......................... 3,237. 4,543,
& | 11 Other revenue (Part VIII, column (A), lines 5, 6d, 8c, 9c, 10c, and 11e)................ 748. 140.
12 Total revenue — add lines 8 through 11 (must equal Part VIII, column (A), line 12)..... 1,122,679. 1,012,456.
13 Grants and similar amounts paid (Part IX, column (A), lines 1-3)...................... 20,500. 14,500.
14 Benefits paid to or for members (Part IX, column (A), lined) .........................
® 15 Salaries, other compensation, employee benefits (Part IX, column (A), lines 5-10) ... .. 563,590. 576, 345.
§ 16a Professional fundraising fees (Part X, column (A), line 11e)..........................
§ b Total fundraising expenses (Part IX, column (D), line 25) » 22,320.
Y117 Other expenses (Part IX, column (A), lines 11a-11d, 11f-24e)............... ... ... ... 346,054. 353,577.
18 Total expenses. Add lines 13-17 (must equal Part IX, column (A), line 25)............. 930,144. 944,422,
19 Revenue less expenses. Subtract line 18 from line 12.......... ... ... .. .. ... ... .... 192,535. 68,034.
5 § Beginning of Current Year End of Year
§§ 20 Total assets (Part X, iNe 16) .. ... ... oo 577,553. 777,146.
%3 21 Total liabilities (Part X, INe 26) . . ... 59, 338. 156,417.
§§ 22 Net assets or fund balances. Subtract line 21 from line20............................ 518, 215. 620,729.

[Partll | Signature Block

Under penalties of perjury, | declare that | have examined this return, including accompanying schedules and statements, and to the best of my knowledge and belief, it is true, correct, and
complete. Declaration of preparer (other than officer) is based on all information of which preparer has any knowledge.

dan YW (V00 Lo | o2
Slgn S|gnatureofofﬂcer \ V7 Date
Here 3 Jban ClayburgH - Executive Director
Type or print name and title
Print/Type preparer's name Preparer's signature Date Check |_| if |PTIN

Paid Jennifer M. Jensen, CPA Jennifer M. Jensen, CPA self-employed P00544955
Preparer |Fimsname ™ Jensen Smith, Certified Public Accountants, Inc.
Use 0n|y Firm's address ™ 661 5th St, Ste 101 Firm's EIN ™ 472319412

Lincoln, CA 95648 Phone no. 9164341662
May the IRS discuss this return with the preparer shown above? See instructions . ............... ... .. ... .. ........... |§| Yes |_| No

BAA For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the separate instructions. TEEAQTOTL 09/22/21 Form 990 (2021)



Form 990 (2021) The Sierra Fund 68-0485725 Page 2

Part lll | Statement of Program Service Accomplishments

Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any line inthisPart lIL....... .. ... . . . .

1

Briefly describe the organization's mission:

2 Did the organization undertake any significant program services during the year which were not listed on the prior
Form 990 or 990-EZ2 ... ... [] Yes No
If "Yes," describe these new services on Schedule O.

3 Did the organization cease conducting, or make significant changes in how it conducts, any program services?. ... D Yes No
If "Yes," describe these changes on Schedule O.

4 Describe the organization's program service accomplishments for each of its three largest program services, as measured by expenses.
Section 501(c)(3) and 501(c)(4) organizations are required to report the amount of grants and allocations to others, the total expenses,
and revenue, if any, for each program service reported.

4a (Code: ) (Expenses $ 482,266 . including grants of $ ) (Revenue $ )
See Schedule O

4b (Code: ) (Expenses $ 201,255. including grants of $ ) (Revenue $ )
TSE's_Capacity Building Program(CBP)_ which provides philanthropic services and ______
strategic_assistance to support organizations_throughout the Sierra region. The ____ _
program also_serves to increase and organize public and private investment to protect_
and restore the natural resources and communities of the Sierra Nevada through _____
advocating directly for funding and by building the visibility of the region while _ _
coordinating effective collaboration among Sierra stakeholders. ________________

4¢ (Code: ) (Expenses $ 89, 966. including grants of $ ) (Revenue $ )
See_Schedwle O _ _ __ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ o _____

4 d Other program services (Describe on Schedule O.) See Schedule O
(Expenses  $ 21, 678. including grants of  $ 14,500.) (Revenue $ )

4 e Total program service expenses » 795,165.

BAA TEEAQ102L  09/22/21 Form 990 (2021)



Form 990 (2021) The Sierra Fund 68-0485725 Page 3
[PartIV_]CheckKlist of Required Schedules
Yes| No
1 Is the organization described in section 501(c)(3) or 4947(a)(1) (other than a private foundation)? If 'Yes,' complete
SChedule A . . . .. 1 X
2 |s the organization required to complete Schedule B, Schedule of Contributors? See instructions ...................... 2 X
3 Did the organization engage in direct or indirect political campaign activities on behalf of or in opposition to candidates
for public office? If 'Yes,' complete Schedule C, Part | ... ... . . . . . . . . . . 3 X
4 Section 501(c)(3) organizations. Did the organization engacge in lobbying activities, or have a section 501(h) election
in effect during the tax year? If 'Yes,' complete Schedule C, Part Il.©. .. ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 X
5 Is the organization a section 501(c)(4), 501(c)(5), or 501(c)(6) organization that receives membership dues,
assessments, or similar amounts as defined in Revenue Procedure 98-19? If 'Yes,' complete Schedule C, Part Il . . . ... 5 X
6 Did the organization maintain any donor advised funds or any similar funds or accounts for which donors have the right
to provide advice on the distribution or investment of amounts in such funds or accounts? If 'Yes,' complete Schedule D, X
Part | . 6
7 Did the organization receive or hold a conservation easement, including easements to preserve open space, the
environment, historic land areas, or historic structures? If 'Yes,' complete Schedule D, Part Il ......................... 7 X
8 Did the organization maintain collections of works of art, historical treasures, or other similar assets? /f 'Yes,'
complete Schedule D, Part 1l . ... ... .. . 8 X
9 Did the organization report an amount in Part X, line 21, for escrow or custodial account liability, serve as a custodian
for amounts not listed in Part X; or provide credit counseling, debt management, credit repair, or debt negotiation
services? If 'Yes,' complete Schedule D, Part IV. . ... .. . . . . . 9 X
10 Did the organization, directly or through a related organization, hold assets in donor-restricted endowments
or in quasi endowments? If 'Yes,' complete Schedule D, Part V.. ... ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 X
11 If the organization's answer to any of the following questions is 'Yes', then complete Schedule D, Parts VI, VII, VIII, IX,
or X, as applicable.
a Did the organization report an amount for land, buildings, and equipment in Part X, line 107 /f 'Yes,' complete Schedule
D, Part V. 11a|l X
b Did the organization report an amount for investments — other securities in Part X, line 12, that is 5% or more of its total
assets reported in Part X, line 16? If 'Yes,' complete Schedule D, Part VIl ... ... .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. 11b X
¢ Did the organization report an amount for investments — program related in Part X, line 13, that is 5% or more of its total
assets reported in Part X, line 16? If 'Yes,' complete Schedule D, Part VIII....... .. .. .. .. . . . . .. . . . .. i ... 11c X
d Did the organization report an amount for other assets in Part X, line 15, that is 5% or more of its total assets reported
in Part X, line 167 If 'Yes,' complete Schedule D, Part IX ... ... .. . . 11d X
e Did the organization report an amount for other liabilities in Part X, line 257 If 'Yes,' complete Schedule D, Part X. .. ... 11e| X
f Did the organization's separate or consolidated financial statements for the tax year include a footnote that addresses
the organization's liability for uncertain tax positions under FIN 48 (ASC 740)? If 'Yes,' complete Schedule D, Part X.... |11f X
12a Did the organization obtain separate, independent audited financial statements for the tax year? If 'Yes,' complete
Schedule D, Parts Xl and XII. . ... . . . 12a X
b Was the organization included in consolidated, independent audited financial statements for the tax year? If 'Yes," and
if the organization answered 'No' to line 12a, then completing Schedule D, Parts XI and XII is optional................. 12b X
13 Is the organization a school described in section 170(b)(1)(A)(ii)? If 'Yes,' complete Schedule E....................... 13 X
14a Did the organization maintain an office, employees, or agents outside of the United States?..................... ... ... 14a X
b Did the organization have aggregate revenues or expenses of more than $10,000 from grantmaking, fundraising,
business, investment, and program service activities outside the United States, or aggregate foreign investments valued
at $100,000 or more? If 'Yes,' complete Schedule F, Parts | and IV...... .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14b X
15 Did the organization report on Part X, column (A), line 3, more than $5,000 of grants or other assistance to or for any
foreign organization? If 'Yes,' complete Schedule F, Parts Il and IV. ... .. ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 X
16 Did the organization report on Part IX, column (A), line 3, more than $5,000 of aggregate grants or other assistance to
or for foreign individuals? If 'Yes,' complete Schedule F, Parts lll and IV . ..... ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . c......... 16 X
17 Did the organization report a total of more than $15,000 of expenses for professional fundraising services on Part X,
column (A), lines 6 and 11e? If 'Yes,' complete Schedule G, Part |. See instructions................ ... ............... 17 X
18 Did the organization report more than $15,000 total of fundraising event gross income and contributions on Part VIII,
lines Tc and 8a? If 'Yes,' complete Schedule G, Part I1. ... ... . . . . . . . . 18 X
19 Did the organization report more than $15,000 of gross income from gaming activities on Part VIII, line 9a? If 'Yes,'
complete Schedule G, Part IIL. ... .. . . . . . . . 19 X
20a Did the organization operate one or more hospital facilities? If 'Yes,' complete Schedule H............................ 20a X
b If 'Yes' to line 20a, did the organization attach a copy of its audited financial statements to this return? ................ 20b
21 Did the organization report more than $5,000 of grants or other assistance to any domestic organization or
domestic government on Part IX, column (A), line 1?7 If 'Yes,' complete Schedule I, Parts land Il...................... 21 X
BAA TEEA0103L  09/22/21 Form 990 (2021)



Form 990 2021) The Sierra Fund 68-0485725 Page 4
[Part IV | Checklist of Required Schedules (continued)

Yes | No

22 Did the organization report more than $5,000 of grants or other assistance to or for domestic individuals on Part IX,
column (A), line 27 If 'Yes,' complete Schedule I, Parts [ and Ill......... .. . . . . . 22 X

23 Did the organization answer 'Yes' to Part VII, Section A, line 3, 4, or 5, about compensation of the organization's current
and former officers, directors, trustees, key employees, and highest compensated employees? If 'Yes,' complete X
Schedule J. . . . 23

24 a Did the organization have a tax-exempt bond issue with an outstanding principal amount of more than $100,000 as of
the last day of the year, that was issued after December 31, 20027 If 'Yes,' answer lines 24b through 24d and

complete Schedule K. If 'No, 'go to line 25a . . ... ... . . . . . . 24a X
b Did the organization invest any proceeds of tax-exempt bonds beyond a temporary period exception?.................. 24b
c Did the organization maintain an escrow account other than a refunding escrow at any time during the year to defease

any tax-eXxempt DONAS 7 . ... 24c
d Did the organization act as an 'on behalf of' issuer for bonds outstanding at any time during the year? ................. 24d

25a Section 501(c)(3), 501(c)(4), and 501(c)(29) organizations. Did the organization engage in an excess benefit
transaction with a disqualified person during the year? If 'Yes,' complete Schedule L, Part|........................... 25a X

b Is the organization aware that it engaged in an excess benefit transaction with a disqualified person in a prior year, and
that the transaction has not been reported on any of the organization's prior Forms 990 or 990-EZ? If 'Yes,' complete
Schedule L, Part L. ... .. . 25b X

26 Did the organization report any amount on Part X, line 5 or 22, for receivables from or payables to any current or
former officer, director, trustee, key employee, creator or founder, substantial contributor, or 35% controlled entity
or family member of any of these persons? If 'Yes,' complete Schedule L, Part Il........... ... .. ... .. ... .. ........ 26 X

27 Did the organization provide a grant or other assistance to any current or former officer, director, trustee, key
employee, creator or founder, substantial contributor or employee thereof, a grant selection committee
member, or to a 35% controlled entity (including an employee thereof) or family member of any of these
persons? If 'Yes,' complete Schedule L, Part I1l. ... ... . . . . . . . 27 X

28 Was the organization a party to a business transaction with one of the following parties (see the Schedule L, Part IV,
instructions for applicable filing thresholds, conditions, and exceptions):

a A current or former officer, director, trustee, key employee, creator or founder, or substantial contributor? /f

'Yes,' complete Schedule L, Part IV. . . .. . . . . 28a X
b A family member of any individual described in line 28a? If 'Yes,' complete Schedule L, Part IV........................ 28b X
c A 35% controlled entity of one or more individuals and/or organizations described in line 28a or 28b? /f Yes,'
complete Schedule L, Part IV. . ... . 28c X
29 Did the organization receive more than $25,000 in non-cash contributions? If 'Yes,' complete Schedule M. ............. 29 X
30 Did the organization receive contributions of art, historical treasures, or other similar assets, or qualified conservation
contributions? If 'Yes,' complete Schedule M . ... . ... . . . . . 30 X
31 Did the organization liquidate, terminate, or dissolve and cease operations? If 'Yes,' complete Schedule N, Part |I. ... ... 31 X
32 Did the organization sell, exchange, dispose of, or transfer more than 25% of its net assets? If 'Yes,' complete
Schedule N, Part I . ... . 32 X
33 Did the organization own 100% of an entity disregarded as separate from the organization under Regulations sections
301.7701-2 and 301.7701-3? If 'Yes,' complete Schedule R, Part [ ........ .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33 X
34 Was the organization related to any tax-exempt or taxable entity? If 'Yes,' complete Schedule R, Part I, Ill, or IV,
and Part V, line 1. .. 34 X
35a Did the organization have a controlled entity within the meaning of section 512(b)(13)7............... ... . ... ...... 35a X
b If 'Yes' to line 35a, did the organization receive any payment from or engage in any transaction with a controlled
entity within the meaning of section 512(b)(13)? If 'Yes,' complete Schedule R, Part V, line 2 ......................... 35b
36 Section 501(c)(3) organizations. Did the organization make any transfers to an exempt non-charitable related
organization? If 'Yes,' complete Schedule R, Part V, line 2. ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36 X
37 Did the organization conduct more than 5% of its activities through an entity that is not a related organization and that is
treated as a partnership for federal income tax purposes? If 'Yes,' complete Schedule R, Part VI...................... 37 X
38 Did the organization complete Schedule O and provide explanations on Schedule O for Part VI, lines 11b and 197
Note: All Form 990 filers are required to complete Schedule O.. ... ... .. . 38 X
Part V |Statements Regarding Other IRS Filings and Tax Compliance
Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any line inthis Part V... .. ... . D
Yes | No
1a Enter the number reported in box 3 of Form 1096. Enter -0- if not applicable.............. 1a 14
b Enter the number of Forms W-2G included on line 1a. Enter -0- if not applicable........... 1b 0

c Did the organization comply with backup withholding rules for reportable payments to vendors and reportable gaming
(gambling) winnings to prize WiNNErS? . ... . . . . . 1c¢| X

BAA TEEAQ104L  09/22/21 Form 990 (2021)




Form 990 (2021) The Sierra Fund 68-0485725 Page 5

|PartV | Statements Regarding Other IRS Filings and Tax Compliance (continued)
Yes | No
2 a Enter the number of employees reported on Form W-3, Transmittal of Wage and Tax State-
ments, filed for the calendar year ending with or within the year covered by this return. .. .. 2a 8
b If at least one is reported on line 2a, did the organization file all required federal employment tax returns? ............. 2b| X
Note: If the sum of lines 1a and 2a is greater than 250, you may be required to e-file. See instructions.
3a Did the organization have unrelated business gross income of $1,000 or more during the year?........................ 3a X
b If 'Yes,' has it filed a Form 990-T for this year? If 'No' to line 3b, provide an explanation on Schedule O. . ... ......... . ... .. .. .. ... .......... 3b
4 a At any time during the calendar year, did the organization have an interest in, or a signature or other authority over, a
financial account in a foreign country (such as a bank account, securities account, or other financial account)?......... 4a X
b If 'Yes," enter the name of the foreign country™
See instructions for filing requirements for FinCEN Form 114, Report of Foreign Bank and Financial Accounts (FBAR).
5a Was the organization a party to a prohibited tax shelter transaction at any time during the tax year? ................ ... 5a X
b Did any taxable party notify the organization that it was or is a party to a prohibited tax shelter transaction?............ 5b X
c If 'Yes,' to line 5a or 5b, did the organization file Form 8886-T7. ... .. ... .. . . . . . . . . . 5¢
6 a Does the organization have annual gross receipts that are normally greater than $100,000, and did the organization
solicit any contributions that were not tax deductible as charitable contributions?. ................ ... ... ... .. ... .. 6a X
b If 'Yes,' did the organization include with every solicitation an express statement that such contributions or gifts were
not tax deductible?. . . 6b
7 Organizations that may receive deductible contributions under section 170(c).
a Did the organization receive a payment in excess of $75 made partly as a contribution and partly for goods and
services provided to the payor?. ... . 7a X
b If 'Yes,' did the organization notify the donor of the value of the goods or services provided? .......................... 7b
¢ Did the organization sell, exchange, or otherwise dispose of tangible personal property for which it was required to file
FOMM 82827 . 7c X
d If 'Yes," indicate the number of Forms 8282 filed during theyear.......................... | 7d|
e Did the organization receive any funds, directly or indirectly, to pay premiums on a personal benefit contract?.......... 7e X
f Did the organization, during the year, pay premiums, directly or indirectly, on a personal benefit contract?.............. 7f X
g If the organization received a contribution of qualified intellectual property, did the organization file Form 8899
AS TEQUITEA . L 79
h If the organization received a contribution of cars, boats, airplanes, or other vehicles, did the organization file a
FOrm T008-C 7 . 7h
8 Sponsoring organizations maintaining donor advised funds. Did a donor advised fund maintained by the sponsoring
organization have excess business holdings at any time duringthe year?......... ... ... . ... ... ... .. ... .. 8
9 Sponsoring organizations maintaining donor advised funds.
a Did the sponsoring organization make any taxable distributions under section 49667 . ............ ... ... ... ... ... .. ..., 9a
b Did the sponsoring organization make a distribution to a donor, donor advisor, or related person?...................... 9b
10 Section 501(c)(7) organizations. Enter:
a Initiation fees and capital contributions included on Part VIII, line 12................... ... 10a
b Gross receipts, included on Form 990, Part VIIl, line 12, for public use of club facilities. . . .. 10b
11 Section 501(c)(12) organizations. Enter:
a Gross income from members or shareholders. ................. ... ... .. 11a
b Gross income from other sources. (Do not net amounts due or paid to other sources
against amounts due or received from them.). ............ ... 11b
12a Section 4947(a)(1) non-exempt charitable trusts. Is the organization filing Form 990 in lieu of Form 10417 12a
b If 'Yes," enter the amount of tax-exempt interest received or accrued during the year....... | 12b|
13 Section 501(c)(29) qualified nonprofit health insurance issuers.
a Is the organization licensed to issue qualified health plans in more thanone state? ................. ... .. .. ... ... ... 13a
Note: See the instructions for additional information the organization must report on Schedule O.
b Enter the amount of reserves the organization is required to maintain by the states in
which the organization is licensed to issue qualified health plans........................ .. 13b
c Enter the amount of reservesonhand ........... ... . . . ... 13c
14 a Did the organization receive any payments for indoor tanning services during the tax year?. . .......................... 14a X
b If 'Yes,' has it filed a Form 720 to report these payments? If ‘No,' provide an explanation on Schedule O............... 14b
15 Is the organization subject to the section 4960 tax on payment(s) of more than $1,000,000 in remuneration or
excess parachute payment(s) during the year? ... ... 15 X
If 'Yes,' see the instructions and file Form 4720, Schedule N.
16 Is the organization an educational institution subject to the section 4968 excise tax on net investment income?......... 16 X
If 'Yes,' complete Form 4720, Schedule O.
17 Section 501(c)(21) organizations. Did the trust, any disqualified person, or mine operator engage in any
activities that would result in the imposition of an excise tax under section 4951, 4952, or 49537. .. .................... 17
If 'Yes,' complete Form 6069.

BAA TEEA0105L  09/22/21

Form 990 (2021)



Form 990 (2021) The Sierra Fund 68-0485725 Page 6
Part VI |Governance, Management, and Disclosure. For each 'Yes' response to lines 2 through 7b below, and for
a 'No' response to line 8a, 8b, or 10b below, describe the circumstances, processes, or changes on

Schedule O. See instructions.
Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part V... . o

Section A. Governing Body and Management

Yes | No
1a Enter the number of voting members of the governing body at the end of the tax year.... .. 1a 7
If there are material differences in voting rights among members
of the governing body, or if the governing body delegated broad
authority to an executive committee or similar committee, explain on Schedule O.
b Enter the number of voting members included on line 1a, above, who are independent. . . .. 1b 7
2 Did any officer, director, trustee, or key employee have a family relationship or a business relationship with any other
officer, director, trustee, or key employee? ... . 2 X
3 Did the organization delegate control over management duties customarily performed by or under the direct supervision
of officers, directors, trustees, or key employees to a management company or other person?......................... 3 X
4 Did the organization make any significant changes to its governing documents
since the prior Form 990 was filed? . ... .. . 4 X
5 Did the organization become aware during the year of a significant diversion of the organization's assets?.............. 5 X
6 Did the organization have members or stockholders?. .. ... ... 6 X
7 a Did the organization have members, stockholders, or other persons who had the power to elect or appoint one or more
members of the governing body ? . ... 7a X
b Are any governance decisions of the organization reserved to (or subject to approval by) members,
stockholders, or persons other than the governing body?. . ... .. .. . 7b X
8 Did the organization contemporaneously document the meetings held or written actions undertaken during the year by
the following:
aThe governing body 2. ... ... . 8al X
b Each committee with authority to act on behalf of the governing body?....... ... ... .. .. . . . 8b| X
9 Is there any officer, director, trustee, or key employee listed in Part VII, Section A, who cannot be reached at the
organization's mailing address? If 'Yes,' provide the names and addresses on Schedule Q............................ 9 X
Section B. Policies (This Section B requests information about policies not required by the Internal Revenue Code.)
Yes | No
10a Did the organization have local chapters, branches, or affiliates?. ...... ... ... .. ... ... .. . ... . . ... ... ... 10a X
b If 'Yes,' did the organization have written policies and procedures governing the activities of such chapters, affiliates, and branches to ensure their
operations are consistent with the organization's exempt pUIPOSES? . . . . .. ... 10b
11 a Has the organization provided a complete copy of this Form 990 to all members of its governing body before filing the form?. .. ................... 11a| X
b Describe on Schedule O the process, if any, used by the organization to review this Form 990. See Schedule O
12a Did the organization have a written conflict of interest policy? If ‘No," go to line 13...... ... .. ... ... ... ... .. ... c..... 12a| X
b Were officers, directors, or trustees, and key employees required to disclose annually interests that could give rise
10 CONFICES . 12b| X
¢ Did the organization regularly and consistently monitor and enforce compliance with the policy? If 'Yes,' describe on
Schedule O how this was done ... ... ... . . 12¢| X
13 Did the organization have a written whistleblower policy?. . ... ... .. . 13 X
14 Did the organization have a written document retention and destruction policy?....... ... ... ... ... .. .. ... .. 14 X
15 Did the process for determining compensation of the following persons include a review and approval by independent
persons, comparability data, and contemporaneous substantiation of the deliberation and decision?
a The organization's CEO, Executive Director, or top management official. ............. .. ... .. ... .. .. ... ... .. ...... 15a| X
b Other officers or key employees of the organization. ......... ... .. . 15b| X
If 'Yes' to line 15a or 15b, describe the process on Schedule O. See instructions.
16 a Did the organization invest in, contribute assets to, or participate in a joint venture or similar arrangement with a
taxable entity during the year?. .. .. 16a X
b If 'Yes,' did the organization follow a written policy or procedure requiring the organization to evaluate its
participation in joint venture arrangements under applicable federal tax law, and take steps to safeguard the
organization's exempt status with respect to such arrangements?. ... ... . . 16b
Section C. Disclosure
17 List the states with which a copy of this Form 990 is required to be filed > CA

18 Section 6104 requires an organization to make its Forms 1023 (1024 or 1024-A, if applicable), 990, and 990-T (Section 501(c)(3)s only)
available for public inspection. Indicate how you made these available. Check all that apply.

Own website Another's website Upon request D Other (explain on Schedule O)
19 Describe on Schedule O whether (and if so, how) the organization made its governing documents, conflict of interest policy, and financial statements available to
the public during the tax year. See Schedule O

20 State the name, address, and telephone number of the person who possesses the organization's books and records >

Joan Clayburgh 204 Providence Mine Rd, Suite 214 Nevada City CA 95959 (530) 265-8454
BAA TEEAOQ106L 09/22/21 Form 990 (2021)




Form990 (2021) The Sierra Fund 68-0485725 Page 7
Part VIl | Compensation of Officers, Directors, Trustees, Key Employees, Highest Compensated Employees, and
Independent Contractors
Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any line inthisPart VII...... ... ... ... .. . .. .. . . ... .. ... ........... D
Section A. Officers, Directors, Trustees, Key Employees, and Highest Compensated Employees
1a Complete this table for all persons required to be listed. Report compensation for the calendar year ending with or within the
organization's tax year.
® | ist all of the organization's current officers, directors, trustees (whether individuals or organizations), regardless of amount of
compensation. Enter -0- in columns (D), (E), and (F) if no compensation was paid.
® | ist all of the organization's current key employees, if any. See the instructions for definition of 'key employee.'
® | ist the organization's five current highest compensated employees (other than an officer, director, trustee, or key employee)
who received reportable compensation (box 5 of Form W-2, Form 1099-MISC, and/or box 1 of Form 1099-NEC) of more than $100,000 from the
organization and any related organizations.
® | ist all of the organization's former officers, key employees, and highest compensated employees who received more than $100,000
of reportable compensation from the organization and any related organizations.
® | ist all of the organization's former directors or trustees that received, in the capacity as a former director or trustee of the
organization, more than $10,000 of reportable compensation from the organization and any related organizations.

See the instructions for the order in which to list the persons above.

D Check this box if neither the organization nor any related organization compensated any current officer, director, or trustee.

©)
Name and title A\sggge E%E%E{é%lﬁig;{:pgggﬁ Rego)r%able Rep(oErt)able . (F)
hours director/trustee) compensation from compensation from Estimated amount
per — the organization related organizations of other
% ETEIQ[ZBET| i i
(list any E—:‘ = F |G = g MISC/1099-NEC) MISC/1099-NEC) and related
hg;;stefgr gi. g_ é— @ ;—32 % 2 & organizations
organiza-|8 = Z = g
Eles 5] e
dotted g & @
line) & %
_( Elizabeth Martin _40_
Past CEO 0 X X 110,761. 0. 0.
_®_Joan Clayburgh ___________ _40_
Executive Dir. 0 X X 18,229. 0. 0.
_®_Timothy Seward ____________ 1
Director 0 X 0. 0. 0.
_®_Martha Lennihan ___________ _1
Director 0 X 0. 0 0
_®)_Alison Harvey ____________ _1
Secretary 0 X X 0. 0 0
_®_Adrienne Alvord ___________ 1
Board Chair 0 X X 0. 0 0
_(_Robert Meacher = __________ _1
Director 0 X 0. 0 0
_®_ Gary Parsons______________ 1
Treasurer 0 X X 0. 0 0
_®_Richard Gordon ____________ 1
Vice Chair 0 X 0. 0 0
(10)
a o
(12)
(13)
4

BAA TEEAO107L  09/22/21 Form 990 (2021)



Form 990 (2021) The Sierra Fund 68-0485725 Page 8

|_Part VII | Section A. Officers, Directors, Trustees, Key Employees, and Highest Compensated Employees (continued)

(B) ©)
Positi
(A) Axerage t(>d0 notlchecismgrr]e_thgntﬁne (D) (E) (F)
Name and fitle Sg:s O%Téeurna%sdsapggfsggéf/"gﬂeae? comggrﬁ)garftﬁobrlmefrom com?gr?gar%iaobrlefrom Estimated amount
G;’;?Z‘;y s S Slol=lgdT the orgzz/:l]ncingzgion related oZr?]aggizgations compgrzscgn; from
hors o B L F|2 295 MISCIT099NEC) MISC/T039NEC) the organization
for SE | |elcd and related
related & S =] |3 5 &< organizations
organiza |8 2 = % @8
- tions S| = = é
below = & &
dlptted § % §
ine) & g
a ]
a@ ]
a
a ]
a ]
@ o
@y o
@ o
ey o
@esy o __]
@ _____]

ThSubtotal ... > 128,990. 0. 0.
c Total from continuation sheets to Part VII, Section A. . ... .............. .. .. > 0. 0. 0.
dTotal (add lines1band 1c). .......... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... .......... > 128,990. 0. 0.

2 Total number of individuals (including but not limited to those listed above) who received more than $100,000 of reportable compensation

from the organization ™ 1

Yes | No

3 Did the organization list any former officer, director, trustee, key employee, or highest compensated employee

on line 1a? If 'Yes,' complete Schedule J for such individual. . ......... . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 X
4 For any individual listed on line 1a, is the sum of reportable compensation and other compensation from

the organization and related organizations greater than $150,0007? /f 'Yes,' complete Schedule J for

such individual . . . ... . 4 X
5 Did any person listed on line Ta receive or accrue compensation from any unrelated organization or individual

for services rendered to the organization? If 'Yes,' complete Schedule J for such person.............................. 5 X

Section B. Independent Contractors

T Complete this table for your five highest compensated independent contractors that received more than $100,000 of

compensation from the organization. Report compensation for the calendar year ending with or within the organization's tax year.

A) ) . ©
Name and business address Description of services Compensation

2 Total number of independent contractors (including but not limited to those listed above) who received more than
$100,000 of compensation from the organization ™

BAA TEEAO108L 09/22/21 Form 990 (2021)



Form 990 (2021)

The Sierra Fund

68-0485725

Part Vil

Statement of Revenue

Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part VIII

A
Total revenue

(B)
Related or
exempt
function
revenue

©
Unrelated
business
revenue

()]
Revenue
excluded from tax
under sections
512-514

Contributions, Gifts, Grants,

and Other Similar Amounts

1a Federated campaigns . ........ 1a

b Membership dues............. 1b

¢ Fundraising events. ...........

d Related organizations ......... 1d

e Government grants (contributions) . . . . le

482,662.

f All other contributions, gifts, grants, and
similar amounts not included above . . . 1f

359,028.

g Noncash contributions included in
linesTa-1f......................

h Total. Add lines 1a-1f.................

> 841,690.

Program Service Revenue

2a Fee for Service

Business Code

145, 061.

145, 061.

11,500.

11,500.

9,522.

9,522.

f All other program service revenue. . ..

g Total. Add lines 2a-2f .................

> 166,083.

Other Revenue

3 Investment income (including dividends, interest, and
other similar amounts) . ...............

4 Income from investment of tax-exempt bond proceeds *>
5 Royalties............... ...

4,543.

4,493.

50.

(i) Real

(ii) Personal

6a Grossrents........ 6a

b Less: rental expenses |6b

¢ Rental income or (loss) |6¢

d Net rental income or (loss) ............

i) Securities
7 a Gross amount from ®

(ii) Other

sales of assets

other than inventor% )
b Less: cost or other basis
and sales expenses

c Gainor (loss)....... 7c

dNetgainor(loss).....................

8a Gross income from fundraising events
(not including $
of contributions reported on line 1c).

See Part IV, line 18 .. .......... 8a

b Less: direct expenses......

8b

¢ Net income or (loss) from fundraising events ......... >

9 a Gross income from gaming activities.

See Part IV, line 19.. .. ......... 9a

b Less: direct expenses. ... ..

9b

¢ Net income or (loss) from gaming activities........... >

10a Gross sales of inventory, less. .. ..
returns and allowances. . ........

n0a

b Less: cost of goods sold. . ..

10b

¢ Net income or (loss) from sales of inventory.......... >

Business Code

11a Misc. - refunds etc

140.

140.

Miscellaneous
Revenue

> 140.

\

1,012,456.

170,576.

190.

BAA

TEEAO0109L 09/22/21

Form 990 (2021)



Form 990 (2021) The Sierra Fund 68-0485725 Page 10
[PartIX [ Statement of Functional Expenses

Section 501(c)(3) and 501(c)(4) organizations must complete all columns. All other organizations must complete column (A).

Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any line inthis Part IX. ... ... .. . . ..
i ; A) (B) © (D)
Do not include amounts reported on lines Total éxpenses Pro N M o
gram service anagement and Fundraising
6b, 7b, 8b, 9b, and 10b of Part VIII. expenses general expenses expenses

1 Grants and other assistance to domestic
organizations and domestic governments.
SeePart IV, line21........................ 14,500. 14,500.

2 Grants and other assistance to domestic
individuals. See Part IV, line22 ............

3 Grants and other assistance to foreign
organizations, foreign governments, and for-
eign individuals. See Part IV, lines 15 and 16

4 Benefits paid to or for members............

5 Compensation of current officers, directors,
trustees, and key employees ............... 128,342. 107,803. 17,853. 2,686.

6 Compensation not included above to
disqualified persons (as defined under
section 4958(f)(1)) and persons described
in section 4958(c)3)B) .. ...l 0. 0. 0. 0.

7 Other salariesandwages .................. 354,7317. 326,248. 25, 960. 2,529.

g8 Pension plan accruals and contributions
(include section 401(k) and 403(b)
employer contributions) ................. ...

9 Other employee benefits................... 53,979. 41,335. 8,736. 3,908.
10 Payrolltaxes.............................. 39,287. 33,228. 5,506. 553 .

11 Fees for services (nonemployees):

aManagement............... ... 9,522. 9,522.

dlobbying......... ... oo
e Professional fundraising services. See Part IV, line 17. . .
f Investment managementfees..............

g Other. (If line 11g amount exceeds 10% of line 25, column
(A), amount, list line 11g expenses on Schedule 03ch . O 266,287. 215,129. 50,752. 406.

12 Advertising and promotion..................
13 Officeexpenses........................... 10,847. 7,522. 1,525. 1,800.
14 Information technology.....................
15 Royalties..................... ...
16 OCCUPaNCY .. ...t 27,718. 20,858. 3,193. 3,667.
17 Travel ...

18 Payments of travel or entertainment
expenses for any federal, state, or local
public officials. ............ ... ... L.

19 Conferences, conventions, and meetings. ...

20 Interest...... ... ...

21 Payments to affiliates............... ... ...

22 Depreciation, depletion, and amortization. . .. 4,106. 4,106.

23 INSUranCe........... . 4,289. 2,861. 622. 806.

24 Other expenses. Iltemize expenses not
covered above. (List miscellaneous expenses
on line 24e. If line 24e amount exceeds 10%
of line 25, column (A), amount, list line 24e
expenses on Schedule O.)..................

a Program Expenses 11,365. 9,026. 1,717. 622.

b Dues and Subscriptions 8,767. 2,362. 2,336. 4,069.

¢ Program supplies 4,453. 1,864. 2,589.

dUtilities 3,155. 2,145. 347. 663.

e All other expenses. ........................ 3,068. 762. 1,695. 611.
25 Total functional expenses. Add lines 1 through 24e. . . . 944,422 795,165. 126,937. 22,320.

26 Joint costs. Complete this line only if
the organization reported in column (B)

joint costs from a combined educational
campaign and fundraising solicitation.

Check here » [ ] if following
SOP 98-2 (ASC 958-720). . ... .....coooon. ..

BAA TEEAOTIOL 09/22/21 Form 990 (2021)




Form 990 (2021) The Sierra Fund 68-0485725 Page 11

Part X |(Balance Sheet

Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any line inthis Part X .. ... ... D
A
Beginning of year End of year
1 Cash — non-interest-bearing. . ... . . . 169,309.| 1 335,018.
2 Savings and temporary cash investments. .......... . 56,515.| 2 57,359.
3 Pledges and grants receivable, net............. ... 90,712.| 3 96,720.
4 Accounts receivable, net ... .. 4
5 Loans and other receivables from any current or former officer, director,
trustee, key employee, creator or founder, substantial contributor, or 35%
controlled entity or family member of any of these persons..................... 5
6 Loans and other receivables from other disqualified persons (as defined under
section 4958(f)(1)), and persons described in section 4958(c)R)B).............. 6
7 Notes and loans receivable, net......... ... ... .. 7
21 8 Inventories for sale or USe.......... ... 8
§ 9 Prepaid expenses and deferred charges. ........... ... ... .. i 230.| 9 30.
< 10a Land, buildings, and equipment: cost or other basis.
Complete Part VI of Schedule D.................... 10a 23,053.
b Less: accumulated depreciation.................... 10b 12,840. 6,417.| 10c 10,213.
11 Investments — publicly traded securities...................... . ... ... 243,317.| 1 275,434,
12 Investments — other securities. See Part IV, line 11......................... ... 12
13 Investments — program-related. See Part IV, line 11........................... 13
14 Intangible assets. . ... 14
15 Other assets. See Part IV, line 11....... .. e 11,053.]15 2,372.
16 Total assets. Add lines 1 through 15 (must equal line 33)....................... 577,553.| 16 777,146.
17 Accounts payable and accrued eXpenses. ... ... ... 41,182.|17 154,720.
18 Grants payable ... ... 18
19 Deferred revenue .. ... . . 19
20 Tax-exempt bond liabilities........... ... .. ... 20
$ 21 Escrow or custodial account liability. Complete Part IV of Schedule D........... 21
= | 22 Loans and other payables to any current or former officer, director, trustee,
0 key employee, creator or founder, substantial contributor, or 35%
g controlled entity or family member of any of these persons..................... 22
23 Secured mortgages and notes payable to unrelated third parties................ 23
24 Unsecured notes and loans payable to unrelated third parties................... 17,000.| 24
25 Other liabilities (including federal income tax, payables to related third parties,
and other liabilities not included on lines 17-24). Complete Part X of Schedule D. 1,156.|25 1,697.
26 Total liabilities. Add lines 17 through 25. .. ... ... ... . i 59,338.| 26 156,417.
" Organizations that follow FASB ASC 958, check here >
§ and complete lines 27, 28, 32, and 33.
_: 27 Net assets without donor restrictions................. .. ... .. ... . ... . ...... 111,508.| 27 127,349.
m | 28 Net assets with donor restrictions........ ... ... .. .. ... .. ... 406,707.| 28 493, 380.
'E Organizations that do not follow FASB ASC 958, check here > D
c and complete lines 29 through 33.
6 29 Capital stock or trust principal, or current funds. ............................... 29
2 30 Paid-in or capital surplus, or land, building, or equipment fund.................. 30
§ 31 Retained earnings, endowment, accumulated income, or other funds............ 31
% 32 Total netassetsor fund balances.......... ... ... ... . ... ... ... ... ... 518,215.|32 620,729.
2 | 33 Total liabilities and net assets/fund balances. . ....................... ... ... ... 577,553.]33 777,146.
BAA TEEAOTTIL  09/22/21 Form 990 (2021)



Form 990 (2021) The Sierra Fund 68-0485725

Page 12

Part XI |[Reconciliation of Net Assets

Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any line inthis Part XI........... .. ... .. ... .. ... .. .......

1 Total revenue (must equal Part VIII, column (A), line 12). ... .. ... . . .. . . . . 1 1,012,456.
2 Total expenses (must equal Part IX, column (A), line 25). ........... ... ... ... ... ... 2 944,422.
3 Revenue less expenses. Subtract line 2 fromline 1......... ... ... ... ... ... 3 68,034.
4 Net assets or fund balances at beginning of year (must equal Part X, line 32, column (A)).................. 4 518,215.
5 Net unrealized gains (losses) on iNvestmMents. ... ... .. . 5 37,217.
6 Donated services and use of facilities. .. ... . . 6
7 INVESIMENt EXPENSES . . 7
8 Prior period adjustments . . ... 8
9 Other changes in net assets or fund balances (explain on Schedule O). .S.e.e. SChedUle O ............. 9 -2,17317.
10 Net assets or fund balances at end of year. Combine lines 3 through 9 (must equal Part X, line 32,
COIUMN (B)) . o oo 10 620,729.

Part Xll | Financial Statements and Reporting

Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any line inthisPart XII.......... ... .. ... .. ... .. .......

1 Accounting method used to prepare the Form 990: D Cash Accrual D Other

If the organization changed its method of accounting from a prior year or checked 'Other,' explain
on Schedule O.

2 a Were the organization's financial statements compiled or reviewed by an independent accountant? ....................
If 'Yes,' check a box below to indicate whether the financial statements for the year were compiled or reviewed on a
separate basis, consolidated basis, or both:

Separate basis DConsolidated basis D Both consolidated and separate basis

If 'Yes,' check a box below to indicate whether the financial statements for the year were audited on a separate
basis, consolidated basis, or both:

D Separate basis D Consolidated basis D Both consolidated and separate basis
c If 'Yes' to line 2a or 2b, does the organization have a committee that assumes responsibility for oversight of the audit,

If the organization changed either its oversight process or selection process during the tax year, explain
on Schedule O.

3a As aresult of a federal award, was the organization required to undergo an audit or audits as set forth in the Single

b If 'Yes,' did the organization undergo the required audit or audits? If the organization did not undergo the required audit
or audits, explain why on Schedule O and describe any steps taken to undergo such audits ......................... ..

Yes | No
2a X
2b X
2c
3a X
3b

BAA TEEAO112L  09/22/21

Form 990 (2021)



Public Charity Status and Public Support ONB o, 15450047

SCHEDULE A y PP 2021
(Form 990) Complete if the organization is a section 501(c)(3) organization or a section

4947(a)(1) nonexempt charitable trust.

> Attach to Form 990 or Form 990-EZ. Open to Public
Department of the Treasury > Go to www.irs.gov/Form990 for instructions and the latest information. Inspection
Name of the organization Employer identification number
The Sierra Fund 68-0485725

[Part1 |Reason for Public Charity Status. (All organizations must complete this part.) See instructions.

The organization is not a private foundation because it is: (For lines 1 through 12, check only one box.)

1

(8] A wWN

N O

O

]
]

A church, convention of churches, or association of churches described in section 170(b)(1)(A)(i).

A school described in section 170(b)(1)(A)ii). (Attach Schedule E (Form 990).)

A hospital or a cooperative hospital service organization described in section 170(b)(1)(A)(iii).

A medical research organization operated in conjunction with a hospital described in section 170(b)(1)(A)(iii). Enter the hospital's
name, city, and state:

An organization operated for the benefit of a college or university owned or operated by a governmental unit described in
section 170(b)(1)(AXiv). (Complete Part I1.)

A federal, state, or local government or governmental unit described in section 170(b)(1)(A)(V).

An organization that normally receives a substantial part of its support from a governmental unit or from the general public described
in section 170(b)(1)(A)(vi). (Complete Part Il.)

D A community trust described in section 170(b)(1)(A)(Vi). (Complete Part Il.)

An agricultural research organization described in section 170(b)(1)(A)ix) operated in conjunction with a land-grant college
or university or a non-land-grant college of agriculture (see instructions). Enter the name, city, and state of the college or
university:

10 An organization that normally receives (1) more than 33-1/3% of its support from contributions, membership fees, and gross receipts

11
12

i

from activities related to its exempt functions, subject to certain exceptions; and (2) no more than 33-1/3% of its support from gross
investment income and unrelated business taxable income (less section 511 tax) from businesses acquired by the organization after
June 30, 1975. See section 509(a)(2). (Complete Part Ill.)

An organization organized and operated exclusively to test for public safety. See section 509(a)(4).
An organization organized and operated exclusively for the benefit of, to perform the functions of, or to carry out the purposes of one

or more publicly supported organizations described in section 509(a)(1) or section 509(a)(2). See section 509(a)(3). Check the box on
lines 12a through 12d that describes the type of supporting organization and complete lines 12e, 12f, and 12g.

a D Type I. A supporting organization operated, supervised, or controlled by its supported organization(s), typically by giving the supported

b

organization(s) the power to regularly appoint or elect a majority of the directors or trustees of the supporting organization. You must
complete Part IV, Sections A and B.

Type Il. A supporting organization supervised or controlled in connection with its supported organization(s), by having control or
management of the supporting organization vested in the same persons that control or manage the supported organization(s). You
must complete Part IV, Sections A and C.

c D Type lll functionally integrated. A supporting organization operated in connection with, and functionally integrated with, its supported

d[]

organization(s) (see instructions). You must complete Part IV, Sections A, D, and E.

Type lll non-functionally integrated. A supporting organization operated in connection with its supported organization(s) that is not
functionally integrated. The organization generally must satisfy a distribution requirement and an attentiveness requirement (see
instructions). You must complete Part IV, Sections A and D, and Part V.

e Check this box if the organization received a written determination from the IRS that it is a Type |, Type II, Type Il functionally

integrated, or Type Il non-functionally integrated supporting organization.

f Enter the number of supported organizations .. ... I:|

g Provide the following information about the supported organization(s).

(i) Name of supported organization (ii) EIN (iii) Type of organization (iv) Is the (v) Amount of monetary (vi) Amount of other
(described on lines 1-10 organization listed | support (see instructions) support (see instructions)
above (see instructions)) in your governing

document?
Yes No

)

(B)

©)

(D)

(E)

Total

BAA For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990 or 990-EZ. Schedule A (Form 990) 2021

TEEAQ0401L 08/31/21



Schedule A (Form 990) 2021 The Sierra Fund 68-0485725 Page 2
Part Il |Support Schedule for Organizations Described in Sections 170(b)(1)(A)(iv) and 170(b)(1)(A)(vi)

(Complete only if you checked the box on line 5, 7, or 8 of Part | or if the organization failed to qualify under Part Ill. If the
organization fails to qualify under the tests listed below, please complete Part Ill.)

Section A. Public Support

Calendar year (or fiscal year
beginning in) > (a) 2017 (b) 2018 (c) 2019 (d) 2020 (e) 2021 (f) Total

1 Gifts, grants, contributions, and
membership fees received. (Do not
include any 'unusual grants.’). . ... ...

2 Tax revenues levied for the
organization's benefit and
either paid to or expended
onitsbehalf..................

3 The value of services or
facilities furnished by a
governmental unit to the
organization without charge . ..

4 Total. Add lines 1 through 3. ..

5 The portion of total
contributions by each person
(other than a governmental
unit or publicly supported
organization) included on line 1
that exceeds 2% of the amount
shown on line 11, column (f)...

6 Public support. Subtract line 5
fromlined................. ..

Section B. Total Support

Calendar year (or fiscal year
beginning in) > (a) 2017 (b) 2018 (c) 2019 (d) 2020 (e) 2021 (f) Total

7 Amounts fromline4..... ... ..

8 Gross income from interest,
dividends, payments received
on securities loans, rents,
royalties, and income from
similar sources...............

9 Net income from unrelated
business activities, whether or
not the business is regularly
carriedon....................

10 Other income. Do not include
gain or loss from the sale of
capital assets (Explain in

Part VI ... ...
11 Total support. Add lines 7
through 1Q...................
12 Gross receipts from related activities, etc. (see instructions)............ ... ... . | 12
13 First 5 years. If the Form 990 is for the organization's first, second, third, fourth, or fifth tax year as a section 501(c)(3)
organization, check this box and stop here . . . ... . . > D
Section C. Computation of Public Support Percentage
14 Public support percentage for 2021 (line 6, column (f), divided by line 11, column (f)).......................... 14 %
15 Public support percentage from 2020 Schedule A, Part Il, line 14 . ... .. . 15 %

16a 33-1/3% support test—2021. If the organization did not check the box on line 13, and line 14 is 33-1/3% or more, check this box
and stop here. The organization qualifies as a publicly supported organization. ......... ... .. .. ... .. . . . . . . > D

b 33-1/3% support test—2020. If the organization did not check a box on line 13 or 16a, and line 15 is 33-1/3% or more, check this box
and stop here. The organization qualifies as a publicly supported organization ................ .. . .. ... . . . . . . . > D

17a 10%-facts-and-circumstances test—2021. If the organization did not check a box on line 13, 16a, or 16b, and line 14 is 10%
or more, and if the organization meets the facts-and-circumstances test, check this box and stop here. Explain in Part VI how
the organization meets the facts-and-circumstances test. The organization qualifies as a publicly supported organization........... > D

b 10%-facts-and-circumstances test—2020. If the organization did not check a box on line 13, 16a, 16b, or 17a, and line 15 is 10%
or more, and if the organization meets the facts-and-circumstances test, check this box and stop here. Explain in Part VI how the
organization meets the facts-and-circumstances test. The organization qualifies as a publicly supported organization............... > H

18 Private foundation. If the organization did not check a box on line 13, 16a, 16b, 17a, or 17b, check this box and see instructions... »

BAA Schedule A (Form 990) 2021
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Schedule A (Form 990) 2021 The Sierra Fund 68-0485725 Page 3
Partlll_|Support Schedule for Organizations Described in Section 509(a)(2)

(Complete only if you checked the box on line 10 of Part | or if the organization failed to qualify under Part Il. If the organization
fails to qualify under the tests listed below, please complete Part I1.)

Section A. Public Support

Calendar year (or fiscal year beginning in) > (a) 2017 (b) 2018 (c) 2019 (d) 2020 (e) 2021 (f) Total

1 Gifts, grants, contributions,
and membership fees
received. (Do not include

any ‘unusual grants.)......... 3,036,107./1,110,885. 708,822. 909,537. 840,505.| 6,605,856.

2 Gross receipts from admissions,
merchandise sold or services
performed, or facilities
furnished in any activity that is
related to the organization's

tax-exempt purpose. . ......... 84,643. 167,498. 305,792. 153,411. 154,583. 865,927.

3 Gross receipts from activities
that are not an unrelated trade
or business under section 513. 0.

4 Tax revenues levied for the
organization's benefit and
either paid to or expended on
its behalf................. ... 0.

5 The value of services or
facilities furnished by a
governmental unit to the
organization without charge . .. 0.

6 Total. Add lines 1 through5... 13,120,750./1,278,383.|1,014,614.|1,062, 948. 995,088.| 7,471,783.

7a Amounts included on lines 1,
2, and 3 received from
disqualified persons........... 0. 0. 0. 0. 0. 0.

b Amounts included on lines 2
and 3 received from other than
disqualified persons that
exceed the greater of $5,000 or
1% of the amount on line 13

fortheyear................... 0. 0. 0. 0. 0. 0.
c Addlines7aand 7b........... 0. 0. 0. 0. 0. 0.
8 Public support. (Subtract line
7c fromline 6.)............... 7,471,783,
Section B. Total Support
Calendar year (or fiscal year beginning in) > (a) 2017 (b) 2018 (c) 2019 (d) 2020 (e) 2021 (f) Total
9 Amounts fromline6.......... 3,120,750.]1,278,383.{1,014,614.|1,062,948. 995,088.| 7,471,783.

10a Gross income from interest, dividends,
payments received on securities loans,
rents, royalties, and income from
similar sources. . ................ 11,583. 17,306. 5,052. 3,198. 4,493. 41,632.
b Unrelated business taxable
income (less section 511
taxes) from businesses
acquired after June 30, 1975 .. 0.

¢ Add lines 10aand 10b. .. ..... 11,583. 17,306. 5,052. 3,198. 4,493. 41,632.
11 Net income from unrelated business
activities not included on line 10b,
whether or not the business is
regularly carriedon. . ............. 0.
12 Other income. Do not include
gair)tolr IosstfroE tr}e.sa'le of
capital assets aini
0 HATE Y1

Part VI.).S€€ Part VI 23,231. 14,250. 45,126. 14,629. 11,500. 108,736.
13 Total support. (Add lines 9,
10c, 11, and 12)............. 3,155,564.]1,309,939.]1,064,792.]1,080,775.|1,011,081.| 7,622,151.
14 First 5 years. If the Form 990 is for the organization's first, second, third, fourth, or fifth tax year as a section 501(c)(3)
organization, check this box and stop here. .. ... ... . > D
Section C. Computation of Public Support Percentage
15 Public support percentage for 2021 (line 8, column (f), divided by line 13, column (f)).......................... 15 98.03 %
16 Public support percentage from 2020 Schedule A, Part lll, line 15. . ... ... 16 98.03 %
Section D. Computation of Investment Income Percentage
17 Investment income percentage for 2021 (line 10c, column (f), divided by line 13, column (f)).................... 17 0.55 %
18 Investment income percentage from 2020 Schedule A, Part Ill, line 17 ... ... . i 18 0.57 %
19a 33-1/3% support tests—2021. If the organization did not check the box on line 14, and line 15 is more than 33-1/3%, and line 17
is not more than 33-1/3%, check this box and stop here. The organization qualifies as a publicly supported organization........... >

b 33-1/3% support tests—2020. If the organization did not check a box on line 14 or line 19a, and line 16 is more than 33-1/3%, and
line 18 is not more than 33-1/3%, check this box and stop here. The organization qualifies as a publicly supported organization .. ..

20 Private foundation. If the organization did not check a box on line 14, 19a, or 19b, check this box and see instructions.............
BAA TEEA0403L 08/31/21 Schedule A (Form 990) 2021
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Page 4

Part IV | Supporting Organizations
omplete only if you checked a box in line 12 on Part I. If you checked box 12a, Part |, complete Sections A
and B. If you checked box 12b, Part |, complete Sections A and C. If you checked box 12c, Part |, complete
Sections A, D, and E. If you checked box 12d, Part |, complete Sections A and D, and complete Part V.)

Section A. All Supporting Organizations

1 Are all of the organization's supported organizations listed by name in the organization's governing documents?
If 'No," describe in Part VI how the supported organizations are designated. If designated by class or purpose, describe
the designation. If historic and continuing relationship, explain.

2 Did the organization have any supported organization that does not have an IRS determination of status under section
509(@@)(1) or (2)? If 'Yes,' explain in Part VI how the organization determined that the supported organization was
described in section 509(a)(1) or (2).

3a Did the organization have a supported organization described in section 501(c)(4), (5), or (6)? If 'Yes," answer lines 3b
and 3c below.

b Did the organization confirm that each supported organization qualified under section 501(c)(4), (5), or (6) and
satisfied the public support tests under section 509(a)(2)? If 'Yes,' describe in Part VI when and how the organization
made the determination.

¢ Did the organization ensure that all support to such organizations was used exclusively for section 170(c)(2)(B)
purposes? If 'Yes,' explain in Part VI what controls the organization put in place to ensure such use.

4a Was any supported organization not organized in the United States (‘foreign supported organization')? If 'Yes' and
if you checked box 12a or 12b in Part I, answer lines 4b and 4c below.

b Did the organization have ultimate control and discretion in deciding whether to make grants to the foreign supported
organization? If 'Yes,"' describe in Part VI how the organization had such control and discretion despite being controlled
or supervised by or in connection with its supported organizations.

(2]

Did the organization support any foreign supported organization that does not have an IRS determination under
sections 501(c)(3) and 509(a)(1) or (2)? If 'Yes,' explain in Part VI what controls the organization used to ensure that
all support to the foreign supported organization was used exclusively for section 170(c)(2)(B) purposes.

5a Did the organization add, substitute, or remove any supported organizations during the tax year? If 'Yes,' answer lines
5b and 5c¢ below (if applicable). Also, provide detail in Part VI, including (i) the names and EIN numbers of the
supported organizations added, substituted, or removed; (ii) the reasons for each such action; (iii) the
authority under the organization's organizing document authorizing such action; and (iv) how the action was
accomplished (such as by amendment to the organizing document).

b Type | or Type Il only. Was any added or substituted supported organization part of a class already designated in the
organization's organizing document?

¢ Substitutions only. Was the substitution the result of an event beyond the organization's control?

6 Did the organization provide support (whether in the form of grants or the provision of services or facilities) to
anyone other than (i) its supported organizations, (ii) individuals that are part of the charitable class benefited by one
or more of its supported organizations, or (jii) other supporting organizations that also support or benefit one or more of
the filing organization's supported organizations? If 'Yes,' provide detail in Part VI.

7 Did the organization provide a grant, loan, compensation, or other similar payment to a substantial contributor
(as defined in section 4958(c)(3)(C)), a family member of a substantial contributor, or a 35% controlled entity with
regard to a substantial contributor? If 'Yes,' complete Part | of Schedule L (Form 990).

8 Did the organization make a loan to a disqualified person (as defined in section 4958) not described on line 77 If 'Yes,'
complete Part | of Schedule L (Form 990).

9a Was the organization controlled directly or indirectly at any time during the tax year by one or more disqualified persons,
as defined in section 4946 (other than foundation managers and organizations described in section 509(a)(1) or (2))?
If 'Yes,' provide detail in Part VI.

b Did one or more disqualified persons (as defined on line 9a) hold a controlling interest in any entity in which the
supporting organization had an interest? If 'Yes,' provide detail in Part VI.

¢ Did a disqualified person (as defined on line 9a) have an ownership interest in, or derive any personal benefit from,
assets in which the supporting organization also had an interest? /f 'Yes,' provide detail in Part VI.

10a Was the organization subject to the excess business holdings rules of section 4943 because of section 4943(f) (regarding
certain Type Il supporting organizations, and all Type Ill non-functionally integrated supporting organizations)? /f 'Yes,'
answer line 10b below.

b Did the organization have any excess business holdings in the tax year? (Use Schedule C, Form 4720, to determine
whether the organization had excess business holdings.)

Yes

No

3a

3b

3c

4b

5a

5b

5¢

9a

9%

9c

10a

10b

BAA TEEAQ404L  08/31/21 Schedule A (Form 990) 2021



Schedule A (Form 990) 2021 The Sierra Fund 68-0485725 Page 5
[Part IV | Supporting Organizations (continued)

Yes | No

11 Has the organization accepted a gift or contribution from any of the following persons?

a A person who directly or indirectly controls, either alone or together with persons described on lines 11b and 11c below,
the governing body of a supported organization? 11a

b A family member of a person described on line 11a above? 11b

€ A 35% controlled entity of a person described on line 11a or 11h above? If 'Yes'to line 11a, 11b, or 11c, provide detail inPart VI. T1c

Section B. Type | Supporting Organizations

Yes | No

1 Did the governing body, members of the governing body, officers acting in their official capacity, or membership of one
or more supported organizations have the power to regularly appoint or elect at least a majority of the organization's
officers, directors, or trustees at all times during the tax year? If ‘No,' describe in Part VI how the supported
organization(s) effectively operated, supervised, or controlled the organization's activities. If the organization had more
than one supported organization, describe how the powers to appoint and/or remove officers, directors, or trustees
were allocated among the supported organizations and what conditions or restrictions, if any, applied to such powers
during the tax year. 1

2 Did the organization operate for the benefit of any supported organization other than the supported organization(s)
that operated, supervised, or controlled the supporting organization? If 'Yes,' explain in Part VI how providing such
benefit carried out the purposes of the supported organization(s) that operated, supervised, or controlled the
supporting organization. 2

Section C. Type Il Supporting Organizations

Yes | No

1 Were a majority of the organization's directors or trustees during the tax year also a majority of the directors or trustees
of each of the organization's supported organization(s)? /f ‘No,' describe in Part VI how control or management of the
supporting organization was vested in the same persons that controlled or managed the supported organization(s). 1

Section D. All Type lll Supporting Organizations

Yes No

1 Did the organization provide to each of its supported organizations, by the last day of the fifth month of the
organization's tax year, (i) a written notice describing the type and amount of support provided during the prior tax
year, (i) a copy of the Form 990 that was most recently filed as of the date of notification, and (iii) copies of the
organization's governing documents in effect on the date of notification, to the extent not previously provided? 1

2 Were any of the organization's officers, directors, or trustees either (i) appointed or elected by the supported
organization(s) or (ii) serving on the governing body of a supported organization? If 'No," explain in Part VI how
the organization maintained a close and continuous working relationship with the supported organization(s). 2

3 By reason of the relationship described on line 2, above, did the organization's supported organizations have a significant
voice in the organization's investment policies and in directing the use of the organization's income or assets at
all times during the tax year? If 'Yes,' describe in Part VI the role the organization's supported organizations played
in this regard. 3

Section E. Type lll Functionally Integrated Supporting Organizations

1 Check the box next to the method that the organization used to satisfy the Integral Part Test during the year (see instructions).
a D The organization satisfied the Activities Test. Complete line 2 below.
b D The organization is the parent of each of its supported organizations. Complete line 3 below.

c D The organization supported a governmental entity. Describe in Part VI how you supported a governmental entity (see instructions).

2 Activities Test. Answer lines 2a and 2b below. Yes | No

a Did substantially all of the organization's activities during the tax year directly further the exempt purposes of the
supported organization(s) to which the organization was responsive? If 'Yes,' then in Part VI identify those supported
organizations and explain how these activities directly furthered their exempt purposes, how the organization was
responsive to those supported organizations, and how the organization determined that these activities constituted
substantially all of its activities. 2a

b Did the activities described on line 2a, above, constitute activities that, but for the organization's involvement, one or
more of the organization's supported organization(s) would have been engaged in? If 'Yes," explain in Part VI the
reasons for the organization's position that its supported organization(s) would have engaged in these activities
but for the organization's involvement. 2b

3 Parent of Supported Organizations. Answer lines 3a and 3b below.

a Did the organization have the power to regularly appoint or elect a majority of the officers, directors, or trustees of
each of the supported organizations? If 'Yes' or ‘No,' provide details in Part VI. 3a

b Did the organization exercise a substantial degree of direction over the policies, programs, and activities of each of its
supported organizations? If 'Yes,' describe in Part VI the role played by the organization in this regard. 3b

BAA TEEA0405L 08/31/21 Schedule A (Form 990) 2021




Schedule A (Form 990) 2021 The Sierra Fund

68-0485725 Page 6

|Part V

| Type lll Non-Functionally Integrated 509(a)(3) Supporting Organizations

1

D Check here if the organization satisfied the Integral Part Test as a qualifying trust on Nov. 20, 1970 (explain in Part VI). See
instructions. All other Type Ill non-functionally integrated supporting organizations must complete Sections A through E.

Section A — Adjusted Net Income

(A) Prior Year

(B) Current Year
(optional)

Net short-term capital gain

Recoveries of prior-year distributions

Other gross income (see instructions)

Add lines 1 through 3.

Depreciation and depletion

G bh|w(N(=

O |~ fw|N|=

Portion of operating expenses paid or incurred for production or collection of gross
income or for management, conservation, or maintenance of property held for
production of income (see instructions)

(]

7

Other expenses (see instructions)

8

Adjusted Net Income (subtract lines 5, 6, and 7 from line 4)

Section B — Minimum Asset Amount

(A) Prior Year

(B) Current Year
(optional)

1

Aggregate fair market value of all non-exempt-use assets (see instructions for short
tax year or assets held for part of year):

a Average monthly value of securities

1a

b Average monthly cash balances

1b

¢ Fair market value of other non-exempt-use assets

1c

d Total (add lines 1a, 1b, and 1c)

1d

e Discount claimed for blockage or other factors

(explain in detail in Part VI):

Acquisition indebtedness applicable to non-exempt-use assets

w

Subtract line 2 from line 1d.

w

D

Cash deemed held for exempt use. Enter 0.015 of line 3 (for greater amount,
see instructions).

Net value of non-exempt-use assets (subtract line 4 from line 3)

Multiply line 5 by 0.035.

Recoveries of prior-year distributions

(N[,

Minimum Asset Amount (add line 7 to line 6)

W N(fo|o | A

Section C — Distributable Amount

Current Year

Adjusted net income for prior year (from Section A, line 8, column A)

Enter 0.85 of line 1.

Minimum asset amount for prior year (from Section B, line 8, column A)

Enter greater of line 2 or line 3.

Income tax imposed in prior year

G WIN|=

o wWIN|I=

Distributable Amount. Subtract line 5 from line 4, unless subject to emergency
temporary reduction (see instructions).

6

~N

D Check here if the current year is the organization's first as a non-functionally integrated Type Ill supporting organization

(see instructions).

BAA

TEEA0406L 08/31/21
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Schedule A (Form 990) 2021 The Sierra Fund 68-0485725 Page 7
[PartV | Type lll Non-Functionally Integrated 509(a)(3) Supporting Organizations (continued)

Section D — Distributions Current Year
1 Amounts paid to supported organizations to accomplish exempt purposes 1
2 Amounts paid to perform activity that directly furthers exempt purposes of supported organizations,
in excess of income from activity 2
3 Administrative expenses paid to accomplish exempt purposes of supported organizations 3
4 Amounts paid to acquire exempt-use assets 4
5 Qualified set-aside amounts (prior IRS approval required — provide details in Part V1) 5
6 Other distributions (describe in Part VI). See instructions. 6
7 _Total annual distributions. Add lines 1 through 6. 7
8 Distributions to attentive supported organizations to which the organization is responsive (provide details
in Part VI). See instructions. 8
9 Distributable amount for 2021 from Section C, line 6 9
10 Line 8 amount divided by line 9 amount 10
0] (i) (iii)
Section E — Distribution Allocations (see instructions) . Excess Underdistributions Distributable
Distributions Pre-2021 Amount for 2021
1 Distributable amount for 2021 from Section C, line 6
2 Underdistributions, if any, for years prior to 2021 (reasonable
cause required — explain in Part VI). See instructions.
3 Excess distributions carryover, if any, to 2021
aFrom2016...............
bFrom2017............. ..
cFrom2018...............
dFrom2019...............
eFrom202Q...............
f Total of lines 3a through 3e
g Applied to underdistributions of prior years
h Applied to 2021 distributable amount
i Carryover from 2016 not applied (see instructions)
j Remainder. Subtract lines 3g, 3h, and 3i from line 3f.
4 Distributions for 2021 from Section D,
line 7:
a Applied to underdistributions of prior years
b Applied to 2021 distributable amount
¢ Remainder. Subtract lines 4a and 4b from line 4.
5 Remaining underdistributions for years prior to 2021, if any.
Subtract lines 3g and 4a from line 2. For result greater than
zero, explain in Part VI. See instructions.
6 Remaining underdistributions for 2021. Subtract lines 3h and 4b
from line 1. For result greater than zero, explain in Part VI. See
instructions.
7 Excess distributions carryover to 2022. Add lines 3j and 4c.
8 Breakdown of line 7:
a Excess from 2017.......
b Excess from 2018 .. .. ..
c Excess from 2019.......
d Excess from 2020.. ... ..
e Excess from 2021.... ...
BAA Schedule A (Form 990) 2021

TEEA0407L 08/31/21



Schedule A (Form 990) 2021 The Sierra Fund 68-0485725 Page 8
Part VI Supplemental Information. Provide the explanations required by Part Il, line 10; Part I, line 17a or 17b; Part

I, line 12; Part IV, Section A, lines 1, 2, 3b, 3c, 4b, 4c, 5a, 6, 9a, 9b, 9¢, 11a, 1fb, and ﬁc; Part IV, Section

B, lines 1 and 2; Part IV, Section C, line 1; Part IV, Section D, lines 2 and 3; Part IV, Section E, lines Tc, 2a, 2b,

3a, and 3b; Part V, line 1; Part V, Section B, line Te; Part V, Section D, lines 5, 6, and 8; and Part V, Section E,

lines 2, 5, and 6. Also complete this part for any additional information. (See instructions.)

Part lll, Line 12 - Other Income

Nature and Source 2021 2020 2019 2018 2017

Other - event $ 11,500. S 14,629. S 45,126. § 14,250. § 23,231.
Total $ 11,500. § 14,629. § 45,126. $§ 14,250. § 23,231.

BAA TEEA0408L  08/31/21 Schedule A (Form 990) 2021



Schedule B .
(Form 9%0) Schedule of Contributors

> Attach to Form 990 or Form 990-PF. 2021

Department of the Treasury

OMB No. 1545-0047

Internal Revenue Service > Go to www.irs.gov/Form990 for the latest information.
Name of the organization ) Employer identification number
The Sierra Fund 68-0485725
Organization type (check one):
Filers of: Section:
Form 990 or 990-EZ 501)( 3 ) (enter number) organization
D 4947(a)(1) nonexempt charitable trust not treated as a private foundation
|:| 527 political organization
Form 990-PF |:| 501(c)(3) exempt private foundation

|:| 4947(a)(1) nonexempt charitable trust treated as a private foundation

|:| 501(c)(3) taxable private foundation

Check if your organization is covered by the General Rule or a Special Rule.

Note: Only a section 501(c)(7), (8), or (10) organization can check boxes for both the General Rule and a Special Rule. See instructions.

General Rule

[l

For an organization filing Form 990, 990-EZ, or 990-PF that received, during the year, contributions totaling $5,000
or more (in money or property) from any one contributor. Complete Parts | and II. See instructions for determining
a contributor's total contributions.

Special Rules

Caution: An organization that isn't covered by the General Rule and/or the Special Rules doesn't file Schedule B (Form 990), but it

For an organization described in section 501(c)(3) filing Form 990 or 990-EZ that met the 33-1/3% support test of the
regulations under sections 509(a)(1) and 170(b)(1)(A)(vi), that checked Schedule A (Form 990), Part II, line 13, 16a, or

16b, and that received from any one contributor, during the year, total contributions of the greater of (1) $5,000; or
) 2% of the amount on (i) Form 990, Part VIII, line 1h; or (ii) Form 990-EZ, line 1. Complete Parts | and II.

For an organization described in section 501(c)(7), (8), or (10) filing Form 990 or 990-EZ that received from any one
contributor, during the year, total contributions of more than $1,000 exclusively for religious, charitable, scientific,
literary, or educational purposes, or for the prevention of cruelty to children or animals. Complete Parts | (entering
'N/A" in column (b) instead of the contributor name and address), I, and Ill.

For an organization described in section 501(c)(7), (8), or (10) filing Form 990 or 990-EZ that received from any one
contributor, during the year, contributions exclusively for religious, charitable, etc., purposes, but no such
contributions totaled more than $1,000. If this box is checked, enter here the total contributions that were received
during the year for an exclusively religious, charitable, etc., purpose. Don't complete any of the parts unless the
General Rule applies to this organization because it received nonexclusively religious, charitable, etc., contributions
totaling $5,000 or more during the year . ... ... >3

must answer 'No' on Part IV, line 2, of its Form 990; or check the box on line H of its Form 990-EZ or on its Form 990-PF, Part |, line
2, to certify that it doesn't meet the filing requirements of Schedule B (Form 990).

BAA For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the instructions for Form 990, 990-EZ, or 990-PF.

TEEAQ701L 10/06/21

Schedule B (Form 990) (2021)



Schedule B (Form 990) (2021)

1 1 Page 2

Name of organization

The Sierra Fund

Employer identification number

68-0485725

Part | | Contributors (see instructions). Use duplicate copies of Part | if additional space is needed.

(a) (b) ©. . d
No. Name, address, and ZIP + 4 Total contributions Type of contribution
1l |Bella Vista Foundation ...~ | Person
Payroll D
11660 Bush Street Suite 300 | S ¢ 45,000.| Noncash D
. (Complete Part Il for
San Francisco, CA 94109 noncash contributions.)
(a) (b) ©. . d
No. Name, address, and ZIP + 4 Total contributions Type of contribution
2 _ |Clarence E Heller Charitable Found. Person
Payroll D
44 Montgomery St Suite 1970 _ _ _ _ ____________ S_____~ 75,000. | Noncash ]
: (Complete Part Il for
San Francisco, CA 94104 noncash contributions.)
©)] (b) ©. . d
No. Name, address, and ZIP + 4 Total contributions Type of contribution
3 _ |Rose Foundation .~~~ | Person
Payroll D
11970 Broadway Suite 600 $ 50,000.| Noncash []
(Complete Part Il for
Oakland, CA 94612 _______________________ noncash contributions.)
(a) (b) © o
No. Name, address, and ZIP + 4 Total contributions Type of contribution
4 |True North Foundation | Person
Payroll D
PO Box 1177 Suite 332 | $ 78,000.| Noncash D
(Complete Part Il for
Grass Valley, CA 95949 ___ noncash contributions.)
(@) (b) © . d
No. Name, address, and ZIP + 4 Total contributions Type of contribution
5 |Teichert & Sons | Person
Payroll D
3500 American River Drive $ 25,000.| Noncash []
(Complete Part Il for
Sacramento, CA 95864 noncash contributions.)
(a) (b) ©. . d
No. Name, address, and ZIP + 4 Total contributions Type of contribution
Person D
- r- T Payroll D
______________________________________ $___________ Noncash D
(Complete Part Il for
______________________________________ noncash contributions.)
BAA TEEAQ702L  10/06/21 Schedule B (Form 990) (2021)



Schedule B (Form 990) (2021) 1 1 Page 3
Name of organization Employer identification number
The Sierra Fund 68-0485725
Part Noncash Property (see instructions). Use duplicate copies of Part Il if additional space is needed.
(a) No. - (b) ) © d)
from Description of noncash property given FMV (or estimate) Date received
Part| (See Instructions.)

(a) No.
from
Part |

(b

© .
FMV (or estimate)
(See Instructions.)

@
Date received

(a) No.
from
Part |

(b

© .
FMV (or estimate)
(See instructions.)

@
Date received

(a) No.
from
Part |

()
FMV (or estimate)
(See instructions.)

d
Date received

(a) No.
from
Part |

b

(c)
FMV (or estimate)
(See instructions.)

)
Date received

(a) No.
from
Part |

(b

(c)
FMV (or estimate)
(See instructions.)

)
Date received

BAA
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Schedule B (Form 990) (2021) 1 1 Page 4
Name of organization Employer identification number
The Sierra Fund 68-0485725

Partlll | Exclusively religious, charitable, etc., contributions to organizations described in section 501(c)(7), (8),

or (10) that total more than $1,000 for the year from any one contributor. Complete columns (a) through (e) and
the following line entry. For organizations completing Part Ill, enter the total of exclusively religious, charitable, etc.,

contributions of $1,000 or less for the year. (Enter this information once. See instructions.)............. > N/A
Use duplicate copies of Part Il if additional space is needed.
@ No. (b) Purpose of gift () Use of gift (d) Description of how gift is held
Part|

(e) Transfer of gift
Transferee's name, address, and ZIP + 4 Relationship of transferor to transferee
(@ No. (b) Pur f gif Use of gif d) Description of how gift is held
from pose of gift (c) Use of gift (d) Description of how gift is he
Part |

(e) Transfer of gift

Transferee's name, address, and ZIP + 4

(a) No.
from
Part |

(e) Transfer of gift
Transferee's name, address, and ZIP + 4 Relationship of transferor to transferee
(@) No. (b) Pur, f gif f gif d) Description of how gift is held
from pose of gift (c) Use of gift (d) Description of how gift is he
Part |
(e) Transfer of gift

Transferee's name, address, and ZIP + 4

TEEAO0704L  10/06/21 Schedule B (Form 990) (2021)
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SCHEDULE C Political Campaign and Lobbying Activities OMB No. 1545-0047
(Form 990) . . . 2021
For Organizations Exempt From Income Tax Under section 501(c) and section 527
> Complete if the organization is described below. > Attach to Form 990 or Form 990-EZ. Open to Public
Department of the Treasury > Go to www.irs.gov/Form990 for instructions and the latest information. 1 ti
Internal Revenue Service nspection

If the organization answered 'Yes,' on Form 990, Part IV, line 3, or Form 990-EZ, Part V, line 46 (Political Campaign Activities), then

® Section 501(c)(3) organizations: Complete Parts I-A and B. Do not complete Part I-C.
® Section 501(c) (other than section 501(c)(3)) organizations: Complete Parts I-A and C below. Do not complete Part |-B.

® Section 527 organizations: Complete Part I-A only.
If the organization answered 'Yes,' on Form 990, Part IV, line 4, or Form 990-EZ, Part VI, line 47 (Lobbying Activities), then
® Section 501(c)(3) organizations that have filed Form 5768 (election under section 501(h)): Complete Part II-A. Do not complete Part II-B.

® Section 501(c)(3) organizations that have NOT filed Form 5768 (election under section 501(h)): Complete Part 1I-B. Do not complete
Part 11-A
If the or anlzatlon answered 'Yes,' on Form 990, Part IV, line 5 (Proxy Tax) (See separate instructions) or Form 990-EZ, Part V, line 35¢
(Proxy Tax) (See separate instructions), then

® Section 501(c)(4), (5), or (6) organizations: Complete Part Ill.
Name of organization Employer identification number
The Sierra Fund 68-0485725
|Part I-A |Comp|ete if the organization is exempt under section 501(c) or is a section 527 organization.

1 Provide a description of the organization's direct and indirect political campaign activities in Part V.
See instructions for definition of 'political campaign activities.'

2 Political campaign activity expenditures. See instructions. . ....... ... .. .. > S

3 Volunteer hours for political campaign activities. See instructions. ......... .. ... .. ... ..
|Par‘t I-B |Comp|ete if the organization is exempt under section 501(c)(3).

1 Enter the amount of any excise tax incurred by the organization under section 4955.......................... >3 0.
2 Enter the amount of any excise tax incurred by organization managers under section 4955................... >3 0

3 If the organization incurred a section 4955 tax, did it file Form 4720 for this year?........... .. ... ... . . . i i i DYes D No
daWas a Correction Made . . ... . . DYes D No

b If 'Yes," describe in Part IV.

|Part I-C |Comp|ete if the organization is exempt under section 501(c) , except section 501(c)(3).
1 Enter the amount directly expended by the filing organization for section 527 exempt function activities ... .. .. >3

2 Enter the amount of the filing organization's funds contributed to other organizations for section
527 exempt function activities . .. .. ... >3

3 Total exempt function expenditures. Add lines 1 and 2. Enter here and on Form 1120-POL, -
e 17

5 Enter the names, addresses and employer identification number (EIN) of all section 527 political organlzatlons to which the filing
organization made payments. For each organization listed, enter the amount paid from the filing organization's funds. Also enter the
amount of political contributions received that were promptly and directly delivered to a separate political organization, such as a separate
segregated fund or a political action committee (PAC). If additional space is needed, provide information in Part IV.

(a) Name (b) Address (c)EIN (d) Amount paid from (e) Amount of political
filing organization's contributions received and
funds. If none, enter-0-. promptly and directly
delivered to a separate
political organization. If
none, enter -0-.

a e e

@ b

® e

@ b

[ Y

[ Y

BAA For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990 or 990-EZ. Schedule C (Form 990) 2021
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Schedule C (Form 990) 2021 The Sierra Fund 68-0485725 Page 2
Partll-A_|Complete if the organization is exempt under section 501(c)(3) and filed Form 5768 (election under
section 501(h)).
A Check » D if the filing organization belongs to an affiliated group (and list in Part IV each affiliated group member's name,
address, EIN, expenses, and share of excess lobbying expenditures).
B Check » D if the filing organization checked box A and 'limited control' provisions apply.

Limits on Lobbying Expenditures (a)t_Fililjg1 al (b) Affit\iatteld
(The term 'expenditures’ means amounts paid or incurred.) organization's totals group totals

1a Total lobbying expenditures to influence public opinion (grassroots lobbying) ..............
b Total lobbying expenditures to influence a legislative body (direct lobbying)................
¢ Total lobbying expenditures (add lines Taand 1b)............. .. ... .. ... .. .. ... ... ....

d Other exempt purpose expenditures. . ........ ... .. .
e Total exempt purpose expenditures (add lines Tcand 1d) .................. ... .. ... ....

f Lobbying nontaxable amount. Enter the amount from the following table in both

COIUMINS, Lo
If the amount on line e, column (a) or () is: The lobbying nontaxable amount is:

Not over $500,000 20% of the amount on line Te.

Over $500,000 but not over $1,000,000 $100,000 plus 15% of the excess over $500,000.

Over $1,000,000 but not over $1,500,000 $175,000 plus 10% of the excess over $1,000,000.

Over $1,500,000 but not over $17,000,000 $225,000 plus 5% of the excess over $1,500,000.

Over $17,000,000 $1,000,000.

g Grassroots nontaxable amount (enter 25% of line 1f).............. . ... ... ... . ... ...

h Subtract line 1g from line 1a. If zero or less, enter -0-............ ... ... ..................

4-Year Averaging Period Under Section 501(h)
(Some organizations that made a section 501(h) election do not have to complete all of the five
columns below. See the separate instructions for lines 2a through 2f.)

Lobbying Expenditures During 4-Year Averaging Period

Calendar year (or fiscal year (a) 2018 (b) 2019 (c) 2020 (d) 2021 (e) Total
beginning in)

2 a Lobbying nontaxable
amount

b Lobbying ceiling
amount (150% of line
2a, column (e))

c Total lobbying
expenditures

d Grassroots nontaxable
amount

e Grassroots ceiling
amount (150% of line
2d, column (e))

f Grassroots lobbying
expenditures

BAA Schedule C (Form 990) 2021
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Part II-B | Complete if the organization is exempt under section 501(c)(3) and has NOT filed Form 5768
(election under section 501(h)).

(@) (b)
For each 'Yes' response on lines 1a through 1i below, provide in Part IV a detailed description
of the lobbying activity. Yes | No Amount

See Part IV = L . . ,

1 During the year, did the filing organization attempt to influence foreign, national, state, or local
legislation, including any attempt to influence public opinion on a legislative matter or referendum,
through the use of:

A VOIUNIEEIS ? L
b Paid staff or management (include compensation in expenses reported on lines 1c through 1i)? ... ... X

bt

bl bl balke

<<

Part lll-A | Complete if the organization is exempt under section 501(c)(4), section 501(c)(5), or

section 501(c)(6).
Yes | No
1 Were substantially all (90% or more) dues received nondeductible by members?............. ... ... ... ... .. ... 1
2 Did the organization make only in-house lobbying expenditures of $2,000 or less? .............. ... ... ... ... oL, 2
3 Did the organization agree to carry over lobbying and political campaign activity expenditures from the prior year?. ... .. 3

Part lll-B |Complete if the organization is exempt under section 501(c)(4), section 501(c)(5), or section 501(c)
(6) and ifdei$her (a) BOTH Part lll-A, lines 1 and 2, are answered 'No,' OR (b) Part lll-A, line 3, is
answered 'Yes.'

1 Dues, assessments and similar amounts from members. ... ... ... .. . 1

2 Section 162(e) nondeductible lobbying and political expenditures (do not include amounts of political
expenses for which the section 527(f) tax was paid).

A CUI Nt YA . 2a

b Carryover from [ast year . . ... . 2b

ClOtal L 2c
3 Aggregate amount reported in section 6033(e)(1)(A) notices of nondeductible section 162(e) dues.......... 3

4 If notices were sent and the amount on line 2c exceeds the amount on line 3, what portion of the excess
does the organization agree to carryover to the reasonable estimate of nondeductible lobbying and political

5 Taxable amount of lobbying and political expenditures. See instructions. ................. ... .. ... .. ..... 5
[PartIV |Supplemental Information

Provide the descriptions required for Part I-A, line 1; Part I-B, line 4; Part I-C, line 5; Part II-A (affiliated group list); Part II-A, lines 1 and
2 (See instructions); and Part 1I-B, line 1. Also, complete this part for any additional information.

Part II-B - Description of Lobbying Activity

TSF's CEO, as part of her activities relating to TSF’s research, education, outreach,
conferences, and many other matters on an on-going basis, does on a regular basis
talk to California state policy makers about issues pending in the state legislature
or at regulatory agencies that relate directly to TSF's mission. None of the other

employees at TSF are engaged in any sort of advocacy activities, and TSF does not
BAA Schedule C (Form 990) 2021
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Part IV | Supplemental Information (continued)

Part lI-B - Description of Lobbying Activity (continued)

incur any other expenses related to state lobbying. Travel expenses and time spent
in activities that include talking directly with policy makers about specific
legislature are carefully tracked. In 2021 she spent less than 10% of her time in
what could be considered direct lobbying activities, and spent less than $5,000 per

quarter on time and travel expenses combined.

BAA Schedule C (Form 990) 2021
TEEA3204L  07/15/21



OMB No. 1545-0047

SCHEDULE D Supplemental Financial Statements

(Form 990) » Complete if the organization answered 'Yes' on Form 990, 2021
Part1V, line 6,7, 8,9, 10, 11a, 11b, 11¢, 11d, 11e, 111, 12a, or 12b.

_ > Attach to Form 990. ) ) Open to Public
Eﬁgﬁjr;?qggtvg;ufgesgrflﬁcseuw > Go to www.irs.gov/Form990 for instructions and the latest information. Inspection

Name of the organization Employer identification number

The Sierra Fund

68-0485725

Partl |Organizations Maintaining Donor Advised Funds or Other Similar Funds or Accounts.
Complete if the organization answered "Yes' on Form 990, Part IV, line 6.

(a) Donor advised funds (b) Funds and other accounts
1 Total number atend ofyear................
2 Aggregate value of contributions to (during year). . ... .. 36,576.
3 Aggregate value of grants from (during year) ......... 14,500.
4 Aggregate value atend ofyear............. 322,542.
5 Did the organization inform all donors and donor advisors in writing that the assets held in donor advised funds
are the organization's property, subject to the organization's exclusive legal control?........................... . Yes D No

6 Did the organization inform all grantees, donors, and donor advisors in writing that grant funds can be used only
for charitable purposes and not for the benefit of the donor or donor advisor, or for any other purpose conferring
impermissible private benefit? . .. ... Yes D No

Partll | Conservation Easements.
Complete if the organization answered 'Yes' on Form 990, Part |V, line 7.

1 Purpose(s) of conservation easements held by the organization (check all that apply).
Preservation of land for public use (for example, recreation or education) Preservation of a historically important land area
Protection of natural habitat HPreservation of a certified historic structure
Preservation of open space

2 Complete lines 2a through 2d if the organization held a qualified conservation contribution in the form of a conservation easement on the
last day of the tax year.

Held at the End of the Tax Year

a Total number of conservation easements. . ... ... 2a
b Total acreage restricted by conservation easements............. ... ... ... 2b
¢ Number of conservation easements on a certified historic structure includedin @)............. 2c
d Number of conservation easements included in (c) acquired after 7/25/06, and not on a historic
structure listed in the National Register. . ........ .. .. . . . . . . . . 2d
3 Number of conservation easements modified, transferred, released, extinguished, or terminated by the organization during the
tax year »

4 Number of states where property subject to conservation easement is located >
5 Does the organization have a written policy regarding the periodic monitoring, inspection, handling of violations,

and enforcement of the conservation easements it holds?. ... .. ... . ... DYes D No
6 Staff and volunteer hours devoted to monitoring, inspecting, handling of violations, and enforcing conservation easements during the year
>

7 Amount of expenses incurred in monitoring, inspecting, handling of violations, and enforcing conservation easements during the year

-$

8 Does each conservation easement reported on line 2(d) above satisfy the requirements of section 170(h)(4)(B)(i)

and section 170(h) (@A) B) (1) 7. . . . o DYes D No

9 In Part XlllI, describe how the organization reports conservation easements in its revenue and expense statement and balance sheet, and
include, if applicable, the text of the footnote to the organization's financial statements that describes the organization's accounting for
conservation easements.

Part lll |Organizations Maintaining Collections of Art, Historical Treasures, or Other Similar Assets.
Complete if the organization answered 'Yes' on Form 990, Part |V, line 8.

1a If the organization elected, as permitted under FASB ASC 958, not to report in its revenue statement and balance sheet works of art,
historical treasures, or other similar assets held for public exhibition, education, or research in furtherance of public service, provide in
Part Xlll the text of the footnote to its financial statements that describes these items.

b If the organization elected, as permitted under FASB ASC 958, to report in its revenue statement and balance sheet works of art,
historical treasures, or other similar assets held for public exhibition, education, or research in furtherance of public service, provide the
following amounts relating to these items:

(i) Revenue included on Form 990, Part VIII, line 1.. ... o >3

(i) Assets included in Form 990, Part X ... . ... o >3

2 If the organization received or held works of art, historical treasures, or other similar assets for financial gain, provide the following
amounts required to be reported under FASB ASC 958 relating to these items:

a Revenue included on Form 990, Part VIII, line 1 ... . . . >SS

b Assets included in Form 990, Part X . ... . >SS

BAA For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990. TEEA3301L  08/30/21 Schedule D (Form 990) 2021



Schedule D (Form 990) 2021 The Sierra Fund 68-0485725 Page 2
[Part lll |Organizations Maintaining Collections of Art, Historical Treasures, or Other Similar Assets (continued)

3 Using the organization's acquisition, accession, and other records, check any of the following that make significant use of its collection
items (check all that apply):

a Public exhibition d Loan or exchange program
b Scholarly research e Other

c Preservation for future generations

4 Provide a description of the organization's collections and explain how they further the organization's exempt purpose in
Part XIII.
5 During the year, did the organization solicit or receive donations of art, historical treasures, or other similar assets D v D N
es o
Part IV | Escrow and Custodial Arrangements. Complete if the organization answered 'Yes' on Form 990, Part IV,
line 9, or reported an amount on Form 990, Part X, line 21.

1a Is the organization an agent, trustee, custodian or other intermediary for contributions or other assets not included

[ ]Yes [ |No

b If 'Yes," explain the arrangement in Part XlII and complete the following table:

Amount
c Beginning balance. .. ... .. 1c
d Additions during the year. . . ... 1d
e Distributions during the year. . ... . 1le
f Ending balance. . ... 1f
2 a Did the organization include an amount on Form 990, Part X, line 21, for escrow or custodial account liability?. . . .. D Yes No
b If 'Yes," explain the arrangement in Part XlII. Check here if the explanation has been provided on Part XIIl..................... H

[Part V| Endowment Funds. Complete if the organization answered 'Yes' on Form 990, Part IV, line 10.

(a) Current year (b) Prior year (c) Two years back (d) Three years back (e) Four years hack

1a Beginning of year balance. . .. ..

b Contributions..................

¢ Net investment earnings, gains,
andlosses....................

d Grants or scholarships.........

e Other expenditures for facilities
and programs . ................

f Administrative expenses .......

g End of year balance ...........

2 Provide the estimated percentage of the current year end balance (line 1g, column (a)) held as:

[}

a Board designated or quasi-endowment > s
b Permanent endowment » %
¢ Term endowment > %

The percentages on lines 2a, 2b, and 2¢ should equal 100%.

3a Are there endowment funds not in the possession of the organization that are held and administered for the

organization by: Yes No
(1) Unrelated organizations . ... ... 3a(i)
(i) Related organizations . .. ... .. . 3a(ii)

b If "Yes' on line 3a(ii), are the related organizations listed as required on Schedule R? .............................. 3b

4 Describe in Part XIII the intended uses of the organization's endowment funds.

Part VI | Land, Buildings, and Equipment.
Complete if the organization answered 'Yes' on Form 990, Part 1V, line 11a. See Form 990, Part X, line 10.

Description of property (a) Cost or other basis| (b) Cost or other (c) Accumulated (d) Book value
(investment) basis (other) depreciation
Taland............ ...
bBuildings......... ...
c Leasehold improvements. .............. ...
dEquipment.. .. ... ... . 21,896. 11,683. 10,213.
eOther. ... 1,157. 1,157. 0.
Total. Add lines 1a through 1e. (Column (d) must equal Form 990, Part X, column (B), line 10c.)..................... > 10,213.
BAA Schedule D (Form 990) 2021
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Part VIl | Investments — Other Securities. N/A
Complete if the organization answered 'Yes' on Form 990, Part IV, line 11b. See Form 990, Part X, line 12.

(@) Description of security or category (including name of security) (b) Book value (c) Method of valuation: Cost or end-of-year market value

(1) Financial derivatives. ...............................

(2) Closely held equity interests. ........................

(3) Other

Total. (Column (b) must equal Form 990, Part X, column (B) line 12.). .

Part VIII | Investments — Program Related. N/A
|—ICompIete if the orggmzatlon answered 'Yes' on Form 990, Part IV, line 11c. See Form 990, Part X, line 13.

(a) Description of investment (b) Book value (c) Method of valuation: Cost or end-of-year market value

a

@

3

@

®

®)

)

®

®

a9

Total. (Column (b) must equal Form 990, Part X, column (B) line 13.) . .

Part IX |Other Assets. N/A
Complete if the organization answered 'Yes' on Form 990, Part 1V, line 11d. See Form 990, Part X, line 15.

(a) Description (b) Book value

Q)

@

3

@

®)

®)

)

®

®

a9

Total. (Column (b) must equal Form 990, Part X, column (B) line 15.). ... ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. >

Part X | Other Liabilities.
Complete if the organization answered 'Yes' on Form 990, Part IV, line 11e or 11f. See Form 990, Part X, line 25.

1. (a) Description of liability (b) Book value

(1) Federal income taxes

(2) Retirement plan payable 1,696.

(3) Rounding 1.

@

®

®)

@)

()

®

a9

an

Total. (Column (b) must equal Form 990, Part X, column (B) i@ 25.). . . . .. .. e e e e e e e e e e > 1,697.

2. Liability for uncertain tax positions. In Part XIlI, provide the text of the footnote to the organization's financial statements that reports the organization's liability for uncertain
tax positions under FASB ASC 740. Check here if the text of the footnote has been provided in Part XIII. . .. ... ... ... . . D

BAA TEEA3303L 08/30/21 Schedule D (Form 990) 2021
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Part XI | Reconciliation of Revenue per Audited Financial Statements With Revenue per Return. N/A

Complete if the organization answered 'Yes' on Form 990, Part IV, line 12a.

1 Total revenue, gains, and other support per audited financial statements........................... ... ... 1
2 Amounts included on line 1 but not on Form 990, Part VIII, line 12:

a Net unrealized gains (losses) on investments................................. 2a

b Donated services and use of facilities.................. ... . ... ... ... 2b

c Recoveries of prior year grants ... ... 2c

d Other (Describe in Part XIIL) ... ... 2d

e Add lines 2a through 2d. .. ... . . . 2e
3 Subtract line 2e from line 1. ... .. 3
4 Amounts included on Form 990, Part VIII, line 12, but not on line 1:

a Investment expenses not included on Form 990, Part VIII, line 7b. . ............ 4a

b Other (Describe in Part XIL)Y .. ... 4b

cAdd linesdaand db. . . ... ... 4c
5 Total revenue. Add lines 3 and 4c. (This must equal Form 990, Part I, line 12.)............................ 5

Part Xll | Reconciliation of Expenses per Audited Financial Statements With Expenses per Return. N/A
Complete if the organization answered 'Yes' on Form 990, Part IV, line 12a.

1 Total expenses and losses per audited financial statements ........ ... .. ... .. . . 1
2 Amounts included on line 1 but not on Form 990, Part IX, line 25:

a Donated services and use of facilities............ ... ... 2a

b Prior year adjustments. ... ... ... . 2b

C Other l0SSEeS. . . ..o 2c

d Other (Describe in Part XILY ... 2d

e Add lines 2a through 2d. . . .. ... . . 2e
3 Subtract line 2e from line 1. .. .. 3
4 Amounts included on Form 990, Part IX, line 25, but not on line 1:

a Investment expenses not included on Form 990, Part VIII, line 7b.............. 4a

b Other (Describe in Part XILY ... . 4b

cAdd linesdaand db. . .. ... . 4c
5 Total expenses. Add lines 3 and 4c. (This must equal Form 990, Part I, line 18.)........................... 5

[Part XlIl | Supplemental Information.

Provide the descriptions required for Part Il, lines 3, 5, and 9; Part lll, lines 1a and 4; Part IV, lines 1b and 2b; Part V,
line 4; Part X, line 2; Part Xl, lines 2d and 4b; and Part XII, lines 2d and 4b. Also complete this part to provide any additional information.

BAA
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SCHEDULE | Grants and Other Assistance to Organizations, OMB No. 1545-0047

(Form 990) Governments, and Individuals in the United States 2021
Complete if the organization answered 'Yes' on Form 990, Part IV, line 21 or 22.
> Attach to Form 990. Open to Public
Department of the Treasury P! a
Internal Revenue Service > Go to www.irs.gov/Form990 for the latest information. Inspection
Name of the organization Employer identification number
The Sierra Fund 68-0485725

[Part] [General Information on Grants and Assistance

1 Does the organization maintain records to substantiate the amount of the grants or assistance, the grantees' eligibility for the grants or assistance, and
the selection criteria used to award the grants or @assiStanCe . .. ... . Yes D No

2 Describe in Part IV the organization's procedures for monitoring the use of grant funds in the United States.

Part Il | Grants and Other Assistance to Domestic Organizations and Domestic Governments. Complete if the organization answered 'Yes' on
Form 990, Part IV, line 21, for any recipient that received more than $5,000. Part Il can be duplicated if additional space is needed.

1 (@) Name and address of organization (b) EIN (c) IRC section (d) Amount of cash grant (e) Amount of noncash (f) Method of valuation (g) Description of (h) Purpose of grant
or government (if applicable) assistance (book, FMt\|<, a)ppraisal, noncash assistance or assistance
other,
() Green Corps _ _ _ __ ______
_ 1543 Wazee St Suite 300
Denver, CO 80202 23-2687791 6,000. 0.

e
e
% _ _________
% _ _________
e _ ___
o _ ________
®

2 Enter total number of section 501(c)(3) and government organizations listed in the line 1 table ... ... ... . . . > 1

3 Enter total number of other organizations listed in the line T t@ble ... .. . > 0

BAA For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990. TEEA3901L  07/12/21 Schedule | (Form 990) 2021
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68-0485725 Page 2

Partlll | Grants and Other Assistance to Domestic Individuals. Complete if the organization answered 'Yes' on Form 990, Part 1V, line 22. Part Ill

can be duplicated if additional space is needed.

(a) Type of grant or assistance

(b) Number of
recipients

(c) Amount of
cash grant

(d) Amount of
noncash assistance

(e) Method of valuation (book,
FMV, appraisal, other)

(f) Description of noncash assistance

7

|Part v |$upplementa| Information. Provide the information required in Part |, line 2; Part I, column (b); and any other additional information.

BAA

TEEA3902L 07/12/21
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SCHEDULE O Supplemental Information to Form 990 or 990-EZ OMB Ro. T545-0047

(Form 990) Complete to provide information for responses to specific questions on
Form 980 or 990-EZ or to provide any additional information. 2021

> Attach to Form 990 or Form 990-EZ.

Department of the Treasury > Go to www.irs.gov/Form990 for the latest information. Open to Public

Internal Revenue Service Inspection
Name of the organization Employer identification number
The Sierra Fund 68-0485725

Form 990, Part |, Line 1 - Organization Mission or Significant Activities

The Sierra Fund (TSF) is a non-profit organization with a mission to restore
ecosystem and community resiliency in the Sierra Nevada. We rely on the principles of
science, stewardship, environmental justice, and policy advocacy to promote headwater
resiliency for the environment and communities impacted by the California Gold Rush.
We identify, articulate, assess and implement ways to address these lasting impacts
as demonstrated in the body of work that we have developed since our founding in
2001.

Form 990, Part lll, Line 4a - Program Service Accomplishments

Environmentally Healthy Communities Program (EHCP) :

Protecting People and Wildlife from Toxics Present in the Sierra - New Report in 2021:
The Sierra is riddled with abandoned mines. Residents and visitors can unknowingly be
exposed to hazards while recreating or living on these lands. In addition, mine waste
can contribute pollutants to our rivers and waterways making their way all the way to
the Bay-Delta.

To prevent exposure to legacy mining toxics, The Sierra Fund created the
first-of-its-kind report, “Revitalization of Mine-Impacted Lands”, outlining a
comprehensive set of best-practices to protect public health for cities, counties,
and other land owners purchasing or developing lands in the Sierra. This new report
helps those acquiring as well as managing lands in the Sierra to protect public
health and the environment, as well as limit landowner liability. In May, we held
"Mining Mondays” workshops reviewing these key findings with over one hundred leading
land-managers and experts.

Innovative Forest Restoration with Mining Remediation to Expedite Forest Resiliency!:

The Sierra Nevada was ground zero to the California Gold Rush and today, there are

BAA For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990 or 990-EZ. TEEA4901L  08/10/21 Schedule O (Form 990) 2021
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Name of the organization Employer identification number

The Sierra Fund 68-0485725

Form 990, Part I, Line 4a - Program Service Accomplishments

hundreds of hydraulic mines that continue to release sediment and mercury downstream
during storm events. Eating fish high in mercury can result in neurological
impairment and developmental delays in people and in wildlife.

The good news is there is an exciting opportunity to reduce mercury in our rivers
from abandoned mines! With climate change increasing fire severity, forest
restoration efforts have increased to reduce wildfire threat. Mining remediation uses
similar on-the-ground activities as some forest restoration work. Conducting
hydraulic mine remediation in tandem with forest restoration creates an efficiency of
work and significantly reduces total costs for land-managers and taxpayers compared
to doing the projects separately.

The Sierra Fund launched a new pilot project in 2021 with the Tahoe National Forest.
The project will use fuels removed to reduce wildfire risk to create woodchips and
biochar, a charcoal-like substance that can be made from forestry wastes. This
biochar can be put back on the forests to improve soil health and filter runoff of
mercury-contaminated storm water. Biochar also stores carbon to benefit our climate.
We are looking forward to the results this next year and scoping for the potential to
more efficiently and cost-effectively remediate hydraulic mines as part of more

comprehensive, holistic and long-lasting benefits to forest health across the region.

Helping Low-Income Residents Protect their Health from Wildfire and Smoke:

A century of fire suppression combined with a warming climate is resulting in
dangerous wildfires and hazardous smoke threatening communities throughout the
Sierra. Fine particles in wildfire smoke can cause a range of health problems, from

burning eyes to aggravated chronic heart and lung diseases, and even premature death.

Many low-income residents in the Sierra live in rental properties whose owners do not

BAA Schedule O (Form 990) 2021
TEEA4902L  08/10/21
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Name of the organization Employer identification number

The Sierra Fund 68-0485725

Form 990, Part I, Line 4a - Program Service Accomplishments

invest in fire-preparedness. In addition, many residents have not been provided
evacuation resources - which often target homeowners or are only in English. When it
comes to indoor air quality, low-income residents often have unsealed homes and
cannot afford HVAC systems and other expensive air filtration devices to filter
hazardous wildfire smoke.

In 2021, The Sierra Fund piloted a program to educate low-income residents in Nevada
County about fire-preparedness and improving indoor air quality affordably. Our
community organizer did multilingual (English/Spanish) outreach to over 3,000 people.
He shared information on how to build inexpensive air filters using box fans and
filters. He also shared how to reduce wildfire risk around homes and offered local
evacuation resources. We plan to build on lessons learned to develop a region-wide
set of recommendations for how cities and counties can more effectively support
under-resourced community members.

Partnering with Tribal Groups to Support Water Access and Water Quality:

Fund is committed to supporting tribal restoration work and cultural perpetuation.
Tribal leaders have begun to come forward, inviting partnership with The Sierra Fund
to repair the environmental damage that has changed not only the landscape but the
very essence of their communities.

The Cosumnes, American, Bear, and Yuba (CABY) Integrated Regional Water Management
planning group serves communities living in their watersheds. The Sierra Fund has
prioritized equitable inclusion of Tribes in CABY's decision-making processes,
ensuring that the Regional Plan includes priority projects that Tribes request to
improve water quality and meet their water access needs. During 2021, The Sierra Fund
convened a series of listening sessions and helped support the development and

submission of five Tribal-led projects into the Plan.

BAA Schedule O (Form 990) 2021
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Name of the organization Employer identification number

The Sierra Fund 68-0485725

Form 990, Part lll, Line 4c - Program Service Accomplishments

Ecosystem Resiliency Program:

Innovative Forest Restoration with Mining Remediation to Expedite Forest Resiliency!
The Sierra Nevada was ground zero to the California Gold Rush and today, there are
hundreds of hydraulic mines that continue to release sediment and mercury downstream
during storm events. Eating fish high in mercury can result in neurological
impairment and developmental delays in people and in wildlife.

The good news is there is an exciting opportunity to reduce mercury in our rivers
from abandoned mines! With climate change increasing fire severity, forest
restoration efforts have increased to reduce wildfire threat. Mining remediation
uses similar on-the-ground activities as some forest restoration work. Conducting
hydraulic mine remediation in tandem with forest restoration creates an efficiency
of work and significantly reduces total costs for land-managers and taxpayers
compared to doing the projects separately.

The Sierra Fund launched a new pilot project in 2021 with the Tahoe National Forest.
The project will use fuels removed to reduce wildfire risk to create woodchips and
biochar, a charcoal-like substance that can be made from forestry wastes. This
biochar can be put back on the forests to improve soil health and filter runoff of
mercury-contaminated storm water. Biochar also stores carbon to benefit our climate.
We are looking forward to the results this next year and scoping for the potential
to more efficiently and cost-effectively remediate hydraulic mines as part of more
comprehensive, holistic and long-lasting benefits to forest health across the

region.

Helping Low-Income Residents Protect their Health from Wildfire and Smoke:
A century of fire suppression combined with a warming climate is resulting in

dangerous wildfires and hazardous smoke threatening communities throughout the

BAA Schedule O (Form 990) 2021
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Name of the organization Employer identification number

The Sierra Fund 68-0485725

Form 990, Part lll, Line 4c - Program Service Accomplishments

Sierra. Fine particles in wildfire smoke can cause a range of health problems, from
burning eyes to aggravated chronic heart and lung diseases, and even premature
death.

Many low-income residents in the Sierra live in rental properties whose owners do
not invest in fire-preparedness. In addition, many residents have not been provided
evacuation resources - which often target homeowners or are only in English. When it
comes to indoor air quality, low-income residents often have unsealed homes and
cannot afford HVAC systems and other expensive air filtration devices to filter
hazardous wildfire smoke.

In 2021, The Sierra Fund piloted a program to educate low-income residents in Nevada
County about fire-preparedness and improving indoor air quality affordably. Our
community organizer did multilingual (English/Spanish) outreach to over 3,000
people. He shared information on how to build inexpensive air filters using box fans
and filters. He also shared how to reduce wildfire risk around homes and offered
local evacuation resources. We plan to build on lessons learned to develop a
region-wide set of recommendations for how cities and counties can more effectively

support under-resourced community members.

Partnering with Tribal Groups to Support Water Access and Water Quality:

Fund is committed to supporting tribal restoration work and cultural perpetuation.
Tribal leaders have begun to come forward, inviting partnership with The Sierra Fund
to repair the environmental damage that has changed not only the landscape but the
very essence of their communities.

The Cosumnes, American, Bear, and Yuba (CABY) Integrated Regional Water Management
planning group serves communities living in their watersheds. The Sierra Fund has

prioritized equitable inclusion of Tribes in CABY's decision-making processes,
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Name of the organization Employer identification number

The Sierra Fund 68-0485725

Form 990, Part lll, Line 4c - Program Service Accomplishments

ensuring that the Regional Plan includes priority projects that Tribes request to
improve water quality and meet their water access needs. During 2021, The Sierra
Fund convened a series of listening sessions and helped support the development and
submission of five Tribal-led projects into the Plan.

Form 990, Part I, Line 4d - Other Program Services Description

Investment Services

Form 990, Part VI, Line 11b - Form 990 Review Process

All directors are provided with an electronic copy of the completed 990 with ample
time for review prior to filing.

Form 990, Part VI, Line 19 - Other Organization Documents Publicly Available

Upon request and on website

Form 990, Part IX, Line 11g
Other Fees For Services

(B) (B) (C) (D)
Program Management Fund-
Total Services & General raising
Professional Fees 266,287. 215,129. 50,752. 406.
Total $ 266,287. S 215,129. s 50,752. § 406.
Form 990, Part XI, Line 9
Other Changes In Net Assets Or Fund Balances
To Correct Beginning Net AsSsets..... ... . $ -2,737.
Total $ -2,737.
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